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NEWS OF THE WEEK. 


Tue House of Commons met again on Monday, and the House of 
Lords on Tuesday. 

Last night, Lord AtrHorp made his long-deferred financial 
statement’ for the current year. Anticipating a revenue of 
46,494,128/., which will exceed the expenditure by 1,571,9092., he 
proposes to apply 1,056,000/. of this surplus in the reduction of the 
following taxes. 

Tiles 
Marine Insurances. 
Advertisements 





From increased consumption, and a decrease in the amount now 
paid for drawbacks, he calculates that the loss to the revenue 
occasioned ‘by the reduction of the Soap-duty will not exceed 
300,0002. The duty on Marine Insurances is reduced by about 
one half its present amount; as is the case with. regard to the 
Soap and Cotton-duties. The duty on Advertisements, instead of 
being 3s. 6d. for every insertion, is to be 2s. for the first, 1s. 6d. 
for the second, and 1s. for every subsequent insertion. The reduc- 
tion in the Assessed Taxes consists principally in taking off the 
duty on shop-windows, and part of that upon houses which are 
attached to shops. The duty on Tiles is entirely abolislied, and 
the tWoperiny Stamp Receipt-duty is also thrown into the scale of 
reductions. A surplus of about half a million will remain appli- 
cable to the reduction of the Debt, or any other more beneficial 
purpose, for which Parliament may think fit to use it. 

Lord A.trHorp seems to be aware that considerable disappoint- 
ment will be occassioned in the towns by the trifling and partial 
reduction in'the Assessed Taxes, and in the country by the con- 
tinuance of the duty on Malt. It might have been better, cer- 
tainly, as the Post suggests, to have taken off the whole of the 
Soap-duty, which amounts to about 1,200,000/., although the loss 
to the revenue would not probably have exceeded 700,000/., and 
thus at once have got rid of a heavy tax, and all the expense of 
collecting it. 

As it is, the relief which will be afforded by his proposed re- 
ductions, will not be felt by those who have been most urgent in 
their applications for the repeal of certain taxes. We question 
whether the London shopkeepers and householders will be very 
gratefal for the reduction of 244,0007. which has been conceded 
to them out of the three millions they asked; and as for the Ad- 
vertisement-duty, Lord AttHorp has contrived to render his plan 
for its reduction so complex, as to take away much of the small 
benefit which the press and the public might derive from it— 
would it not have been more discreet to have reduced it by one 
half at once? The repeal of the additional duty laid upon raw 
Cotton, and the reduction of those upon Marine Insurances are 
proper measures. Indeed, as Mr. Hume remarked, in every in- 
stance the plan is good “as far as it goes ;” and knowing how 
Lord Attuoxr has been beset from various quarters, and by no 
Means putting any faith in his skill or vigour as a financier, we 
confess that we are little if at all disappointed by his Budget. 

There was a struggle between Lord AttHorp and Mr. Ma- 
THIAS Atrwoop last night, as to who should have the precedency 
in bringing forward their respective plans. Mr. Arrwoop at 
length very reluctantly gave way, upon the understanding that 
Monday night should be left open for the discussion of the Distress 
and the Currency question. 


(Larzer Epition.) 


He then moved’ that no person in future shoul 
‘an office'the duties of which are performed 
-was carried, A third motion, which ap 





The Government plan for the commutatiou of Tithes was brought 
forward by Lord AtrHorpon Thursday. The principle of the bill 
is the perpetual commutation of.tithes, both clerical and lay, for a 
corn-rent. During the term of one year from the passing of the bill, 
the tithe-payer and the tithe-receiver may agree upon the amount 
of the equivalent. Though the commutation is to be perpetual, the 
actual amount of it in money is to be regulated by the price of 
corn, the averages of which are to be taken regularly by the Ma- 
gistrates at Quarter-Sessions. After the expiration of the first 
year, the bill becomes compulsory,—that is, either party may 
select a valuator, from a certain number of persons appointed for 
the purpose, in equal proportions by the Bishop of the diocese and 
the Magistrates at Quarter-Sessions, and give notice to the other 
party that he is about to take advantage of the provisions of the 
bill. The valuators are directed to take the average of the annual 
payments for the preceding seven years as the basis upon which to 
fix the amount to be paidin future: but if the payments hitherto 
made should seem to them to.be upon too high or too low a scale; 
they may vary the amount of commutation to the extent of ten 
per cent. The payments are to be made in grain or money at the 
option of the receiver; but if he chooses grain, then the payer may, 
select the description of grain—wheat, barley, or oats—which 
suits him best. As respects the Clergy, the commutation is to be 
perpetual ; but lay impropriators and their tenants can only esta- 
blish one for seven years. 

This plan, in its main features, appears to be equitable and 
honest. The details are as yet but imperfectly known; they wilk 
probably be somewhat difficult to “manage. But it should be 
borne in mind, that the system ‘whith the bill will get rid of, is 
the most vexatious and impolitic which it is’ possible to conceive. 
Some minor.losses and inconveniences may well be endured for the 
sake of its-extinction. It was well stated by Lord ALTHorp, that 
the measure was pregnant with this great advantage to the 
Landed interest, that it would give them the power of employing 
their capital upon the land without being checked by a tax in the 
shape of tithe. The Clergy will certainly lose the amount which 
they would derive under the existing system from the capital laid 
out in augmenting the produce of the soil; but on the other hand, 
they will be relieved from all the quarrels and difficulties en- 
gendered by the present mode of collecting their income. The 
gain to the Establishment appears to be very decided indeed. The 
landed property of the country will be firmly saddled with the ex- 
pense of the perpetual maintenance of the Clergy. The hatred of 
the present mode of remunerating them is so great, that it has be- 
come questionable in the minds of many whether they should be 
remunerated by the public at all. The proposed plan resembles 
an advantageous lease for a thousand years conferred upon a ten- 
ant who was just expecting to be turned out of his farm. Weare 
not surprised.that:it.was well received by the High Church party. 
They have shrewdness enough to understand that it is the best 
measure which, under existing circumstances, could be proposed 
for the future support of the Establishment. 

The plan does not appear to embrace any provision for the com- 
mutation of the small tithes. It would indeed be a matter of no 
little difficu}ty to value them in the first instance ; and supposing 
that were d6ne, it would be impossible to commute the tithes of 
eggs, poultry, milk, and pigs, for a fixed annual sum. Surely the 
absolute extinction of these vexatious and paltry exactions ought 
to form a part of any plan for the remodelling of the tithe system. 

In the debate on Lord ALtHorP’s motion, no notice whatever 
was taken of the feelings with which the Dissenters are likely to 
regard a measure for perpetuating a revenue for the Established 
Church. Yet it can hardly be expected that they will regard it with 
indifference, far less with pleasure. It must be recollected that 
the Dissenters probably number five or six millions intheir ranks. 
We shall not be surprised, if a rather formidable opposition 
springs up from their quarters. 

The resolutions for the removal of the Jewish disabilities were 
carried triumphantly, almost unanimously, on Wednesday. Sir 
Rosert ING@uis, indeed, seems determined to fight the battle 
of religious intolerance and antiquated prejudice to the last. He 
was not seconded, as he perhaps expected would have been the 
case, by Mr. Consett. The latter probably thought that it would 
have been carrying the joke too far. Mr. RopurtGranr made @ 
sound and historically learned speech in bringing forward the re- 
solutions;.and Mr. Macautay spoke evidently with more sin- 
cerity and vigour than his conscience allowed him to throw into 
his recent displays of official special-pleading. od. 

. Mr. Hume, on Thursday, -moved for the abolition of Civil and 
Colonial Sinecures, upon, the decease, or removal from any other 
cause, of the present holders. This was carried eer dix a 
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the right of the Crown to appoint to certain offiges, was withdrawn, | vocate named Fever, for the benefit of persons convicted of poli- 
We need not remark upon the great‘importange of the principle , tical offences, 


which the House of Commons hag at last been prevailed on to 
sanction. , 

It will be recollected, thaf in the new Game Bill of last session, 
a clause was inserted by the Lords, giving the landlord the right 
to the game on his property, which had always been held, under 
the common law, to belong to the tenant, when not specially re- 
served in the lease. This clause acted as a gross violation of ex- 
isting contracts. In some instances, land had been taken solcly 
for the purpose of shooting over it: the tenant has, under this 
Act, been warned off, and the landlord has sent his servants to 
bag the game which he had virtually sold to his tenant. Mr. 
LENNARD, on Wednesday, moved the second reading of a bill 
which he had introduced for the purpose of empowering the 
tenants to kill game, as heretofore, on the land they held, unless 
prevented from doing so by the terms of the lease: but his motion 
Was rejected, and the bill thrown out, by a majority of 43 against 
29. Thus the palpable violation of the rules of common honesty, 
which was perpetrated by the Peers, has been sanctioned by the 
Reformed House of Commons. It is to be noted, however, that 
there were only 76 members in the House. Indeed, the attendance 
seared during the week has been very thin: on Monday the 

peaker was absolutely left alone, and quitted the chair at two 
o'clock. 

Sir Earptey Witmor has obtained leave to bring in a bill to 
mitigate the punishment for offences committed by juvenile 
thieves. He would punish petty larceny summarily, and without 
the intervention of a jury, not asa felony, but simply as a mis- 
demeanour, when committed by a child of tender age. Many 
objections, and some weighty ones, were urged against this mea- 
sure. Sir T. FreMantie said that the old thieves would hire 
the young ones to commit robberies, if the latter were allowed to 
escape with trivial punishments; and there seemed to be a very 

neral disinclination to intrust such extensive powers to the 

agistrates as the bill was intended to confer. It was agreed on 
all hands, however, that an effort should be made to arrest the 
progress of juvenile delinquency, which is fearfully on the 
increase. 

Lord Wynrorp has been showing off in the Lords as a reformer 
of the law. He had introduced a bill for lessening the expenses 
of legal proceedings: on Tuesday it was ordered to be read a 
second time that day six months, on the motion of his friend Lord 
Lynvuvrst; who said it was a most imperfect and injudicious 
Measure, and would increase instead of diminishing the expense 
of a trial at least ahundredfold. This is precisely the kind of bill 


which we should have expected Lord Wynrorp to introduce on 
the subject. 








The reports which were prevalent at the close of last week, of 
a peace having been concluded between the Sultan and the Vice- 
roy of Egypt, were entirely groundless. We intimated at the 
time, that they should be received with distrust. They appear to 
have arisen from the speculations of certain English and French 
residents in Constantinople, who wrote what they hoped, not what 
they knew to be true, to their correspondents in London and Paris. 
The last accounts state that the Egyptians are preparing to march 
upon Constantinople, and that there is no Turkish force of any 
eonsequence to delay their progress. The Russians, however, 
are said to have a considerable body of troops in the neighbour- 
hood, with which, in case of necessity, they are prepared to defend 
the capital. The answer of the Viceroy to the proposition of Ad- 


‘miral Rovssin, had been received there, and had caused infinite 
consternation. 


M. Lionnz, the responsible editor of an obscure Paris paper, 
called the Tribune, has been found guilty of libelling the French 
Chamber of Deputies, by a majority of 256 members of that Chamber 
against 50. Bya majority of 204 against 103, he has been sentenced 
to an imprisonment of three years, and a fine of 10,000 francs— 
about 4002. The punishment is the heaviest which the law empow- 
ers the Chamber to inflict for a libellous offence. The editor lost 
no time, it is said, in taking his departure for England ; and a sub- 
scription has been opened at the office of the National, to pay the 
fine imposed uponhim. The whole of this proceeding is singular. 
The editor's offence consisted in terming the Chamber “ prosti- 
tuted.” The Chamber then assumes the offices of prosecutor, 

ury, and judge, and having found the accused guilty, sentences 

im to the heaviest punishment the law allows. This blending of 
the executive with legislative functions, and the vindictive employ- 
ment of these incongruous powers against the editor of an obscure 
journal, is not calculated to exalt the character of the French re- 
presentative body : we are not surprised that the cry for Parliamen- 
tary Reform has been raised on the other side of the Channel. 
What would be thought in England of our House of Commons 
acting as the French Chamber of Deputies has done? If the use 
of the terms “corrupt” or “prostituted” rendered the London 
journalists liable to fine and imprisonment, which of them would 
now be at large ? 

Apprehensions were entertained in Paris, that a rising of the 
Ultra Republican party would take place on one of the first days 
of the week; and a large body of troops was assembled to put 
down the ingen but according to the last accounts, the city 
was tranquil. The Prefect of Police had taken measures to pre- 
“ment a which was to have been given at the house of an ad- 








Letters from Madrid of the 8th instant, received in Paris, state 
that the decreés against the Liberals, which have created so much 
surprise, were obtained from the King by General Castanos, 
without the knowledge of Zea BermupeEz, and that their publi- 
cation has produced a schism in the Cabinet. This story wears 
rather an improbable air, 

The Cortes are summoned by the King, for the especial pur- 


pose of confirming his daughter's right of succession to the 
throne. 


The South Carolina Convention for organizing resistance to the 
enforcement of the tariff, has repealed its Nullification decrees and 
resigned its functions. The Union or Government party in the 
State have also formally, and indefinitely postponed the reassembly 
of their Convention. The storm therefore has blown over. 





Webates and Proceedings tn Parliament. 

1. Tue Bupcer. The House of Commons last night resolved 
itself into a Committee of Supply; ard, Mr. M. Artrwoop having 
consented to postpone his motion relative to Distress and the Currency, 

Lord Attuorp proceeded to make his financial statement. The 
present Administration, he said, had fulfilled their pledge of introducing 
economy into the mode of conducting the public service. They had 
abolished 1,387 places, and salaries to the amount of 231,406/. ; from 
which was to be deducted 38,0001, the amount of retired allowances ; 
leaving the actual present saving 192,000. Three Parliamentary 
places, with salaries amounting to 21,894/., had been abolished; and 
the saving in the Diplomatic service was 91,7351. During the last two 
years, 506 persons had been brought from the retired list of the Re- 
venue department, and placed on active service; by which a saving of 
28,0001. had been made in the retired allowances. 

The amount of income for the year ending 5th April 1833 was £46,853,000 

The amount of expenditure 45,366,000 


Pee eee er eeneereerese ser eeeseesensseeseee 





Leaving an excess of income over expenditure of £1,487,000 

He had only estimated this excess at 800,000/. ; but as it amounted 
to 1,487,000/. it would more than cover the deficiencies of the preced- 
ing year. That deficiency was 1,200,0412, Taking the deficiency and 
excess together, there was an improvement of not less than 2,728,0001. ; 
created, however, not so much by increase of income, as by decrease 
of expenditure. This was proved by the fact that the excess of the 
income of 1833 over 1832 was only 235,000/. The expenditure of 
1833 was less than that of 1832 by 2,493,0000. 

Having stated in detail the income and expenditure of the last 
year, Lord Althorp proceeded to take the income for the ensuing 
VOT Bb ses cetins coscaneeseviceecécecttuscceeessncetecbeacassscceeesecee. 40,404,128 

This was less than the income of last year, because there 
were certain arrears of Malt-duties collected last year, 
which would not be received in this. 

The whole expenditure for the year, including the charge 


of 30,300,000/ on the Consolidated Fund, would be.......... 44,922,219 
Leaving an estimated surplus Of,.......sessrseneeees £ 1,571,909 


With regard to taxes to be taken off, Lord Althorp said, that looking 
to the growing increase in the produce of the Malt-duties, he did not 
conceive that the tax pressed heavily on the consumption of the article ; 
and although he had been much pressed on the point, he would not 
consent to reduce it. With regard to the Newspaper-duties, he con- 
sidered it would be expedient to take off the whole of the tax, if the 
money could be spared. He objected to reduce it partially. But the 
abolition of this tax, which yielded 440,0001., would not afford relief to 
the distresses of any considerable portion of the community. He 
did not believe that the increased consumption of paper, or the 
produce of a postage-duty, would make up the loss occasioned 
by the repeal of the Newspaper Stamp-duty. He admitted 
that he had held out an expectation that the tax would be re- 
pealed, but he thought now that it would be better to take 
off those taxes which pressed more heavily on the productive 
industry of the country. The first duty which he would take off was 
that on Tiles, amounting to 37,0002. The next would be half the duty 
on Advertisements. Instead of charging 3s. 6d. for each insertion, he 
would impose a tax of 2s, on the first, 1s. 6d. on the second, and Is. on 
every subsequent insertion. The loss to the revenue would equal half 
the amount now produced by the duty, or 75,0001. The Marine In- 
surance dnty, which had fallen in amount from 452,0002 in 1815, to 
220,0002. in 1832, would be also reduced as follows. Where the pre- 
mium does not exceed 15s., he would reduce the duty from 2s. 6d. to 
ls, 3d. per cent.; where not exceeding 30s., from 5s. to 2s. 6d. This 
would occasion a loss of 100,000/. With respect to the Assessed 
Taxes, he proposed to take off the duties on Windows in all shops em 

ployed as such, or as warehouses. The House-duty, wherever shops 
were attached to the houses, would also be reduced in the following 
way: in houses containing fifteen windows, of which five belonged to 
the shop, one third of the House-duty would be reduced. This would 
amount to a reduction on the House and Window-duties of 100,0000. 
The duty on Taxed Carts, amounting to 30,000/., would be taken off. He 
would also take off the duty upon Shopmen, Warehousemen, Hawkers, 
Stewards, Bookkeepers, and Clerks. This would make the whole reduc- 
tion onthe Assessed Taxes 244,000. He had always considered the tax 
on raw cotton as altogether wrong in principle ; but he could not do with- 
out it, when he took off the duty on Printed Calicoes, from which so 
much relief had been experienced. The tax on raw cotton, in 1831, 
was three-eighths of a penny per pound, he had increased it to five- 
eighths of a penny. The whole duty now produced 626,000/. He 
proposed to take off the additional tax; which would cause a reduction 
to the amount of 300,000/. He intended to propose a fixed duty of 
five-sixteenths of a penny per pound. The tax on Soap was the next 
to which he would call the attention of the House. he annual pro- 
duce of this tax. was 1,386,000/. He proposed to reduce the duty one- 
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half. This would appear to be a great reduction; but when it was 
considered that 100,000/. now paid in drawbacks, would be saved, and 
that a large increase of consumption might safely be calculated upon, 
he did not think that the real loss to. the revenue would actually be 
more than half the amount of the reduction. He should therefore 
ut it down at 300,0002. In reply toa question from Mr. O’ConneELL, 
ord ALtTHorp said, he was not certain whether the drawback on soap 
exported to Ireland would be done away, but he thought that there ought 
not to be a lower duty on soap in Ireland than in England. He would 
now récapitulate— 
1. Tiles—Wholeduty taken Off.........sscccccssscessrseeseeeres 6 eebensued £37,000 
2. Marine Insurarce—Estimated diminution.... » 100,000 








SD. Advertinewnen te Git .., 900 c0cc0nss .cvsved se chovecsocdpsoneqe cpendese 75,000 
4. Assessed Taxes—Reduction of House and Window Duty on 
PBs niciraien capeetes tuna vbenpesnb ter essnenp enacts spennebesonetectaayes 244,000 
5. Cotton—Reduction of additional duty imposed in 1831...... 300,000 
6. Soap—Half the present duty,.........ccseseeesesersecsvereceseres 593,000 
£1,349,000 
Estimated return on Soap......ccessrsevee cescscsereecceseersessseseves 293, 
Probable loss to Revenue.........+++++ Jac cemppronccecessconepooseseses 1,056,000 
Surplus for year ending 1834.......... TAdE gen agsamhorepesepessnsseases 1,572,000 
Estimated surplus after the above reductionS......cccsceseeseeeereeees £516,000 


This surplus was smaller than it had been usual to calculate upon ; 
but the principle which guided him was, to carry the reduction of taxes 
to the greatest practicable extent. If more taxes were repealed, the 
House must see, if public credit were still to be preserved, that other 
taxes must be substituted for them. He would not detain the Com- 
mittee any longer, but would move the first resolution—that the duty 
on Tiles should henceforth cease to be paid. 

Mr. Hume could not deny that Lord Althorp, as far as he had gone, 
had done well. He was sorry that he had not gone further, for the 
country would not be satisfied with the amount of relief bestowed. 
There was a great pressure for the total repeal of the House and 
Window-tax. There would have been no great loss to the revenue by 
taking off 10s. per quarter on Malt; double the quantity would be con- 
sumed. The reduction upon Advertisements would have been better 
if it had been less complex: If the duty were reduced to Is. 6d. upon 
all advertisements, it would be much better. The duty on Soap might 
be still further reduced. He was opinion that a general commutation 
of taxes, and the substitution of a Property-tax, was the best thing 
that could be done to relieve the distresses of the country, 

Sir Rozerr Pret thought that the reductions had been carried to a 
greater extent than was prudent. He entirely disapproved of the pro- 
posal of an Income-tax, and thought that Lord Althorp had done 
wisely in rejecting it. 

Sir S. Wuattey regretted that Lord Althorp had not repealed the 
House and Window-duties entirely, and laid a tax on the Funds. 

Mr. O’ConnEtt said, that except the reduction of the duty on Ad- 
vertisements, there was nothing beneficial to Ireland in Lord Althorp’s 
proposition. The Ministers favoured the mighty “we” of the press— 
the great monopolists of the Fourth Estate. 

Mr. R. Pater was very grateful to Lord Althorp for what he had 
done, but wished the duty on Malt had been lessened. 

Mr. A. Barina disapproved of this plan of relieving the country 
by taking off taxes. Mr. Pitt had acted upon a wiser principle, at the 
close of the American war, when he added to the taxes constantly for 
the succeeding ten years. Ifthe plan of raising money for a sinking- 
fund had been adhered to, there would have been a great reduction of 
debt effected. 

Alderman TuHompson generally approved of Lord Althorp’s state- 
ment. 

Mr. Rostnson thought that the 500,000/. surplus should be applied 
to a further reduction of taxes. The reductions would have been better 
had they been applied more to the relief of productive industry. 

Mr. Sianey and Sir T. FREMANTLE thought that some improve- 
ments might have been made in the plan of Lord Althorp, but gene- 
rally approved of it. 

Lord Attnorr replied. He admitted that the amount of reduction 
was small, but it should be recollected that his predecessor had taken 
off four millions, and that he had taken off 3,100,000. He intended 
to do what he could for Ireland, by regulating the Soap-duty, and 
remedying the defects in the drawbacks. The tax on Printed Calicoes 
had pressed heavily on Ireland, and he had taken that off last year. He 
confessed that he was adverse to keeping up a large annual revenue for 
the sake of reducing the Debt. He disagreed entirely with Mr. Baring 
on that point. 

Lord Sanpon, Mr. Srnciair, Mr. Staney, and Mr. Ewart, sug- 
gested several alterations in the Stamp-duties, which pressed heavily 
on the people; and Mr. Stvciair also wished a tax to be levied upon 
wy species of property for reducing the whole or part of the prin- 
cipal of the Debt. 

Lord ALtTHorr’s resolution was agreed to. 


2. Commutation or Titnes. Lord AttHorp, on Thursday, moved 
for leave to bring in a bill for the general commutation of tithes. Be- 
fore going into the question, he would state to the House. the actual 
amount of the income of the Clergy; which was very much exagge- 
rated. It had been asserted lately, that Church Property amounted to 
nine millions per annum; nothing could be more extravagant than that 
statement 

The fact was, that the net income of all the Bishops, including the Bishop 
of Sodor and Man, was only 158,527/. The incomes of all the Deans.and Chap- 
ters together amounted to 236,358/. He was not so well able to statethe amount 
of the Parochial Clergy, because the returns were not yet all made; but from 
those which had ‘been made, he concluded that the whole income did not exceed 
3,000,000/. The whole income of the Clergy, therefore; did not exceed 
3,500,000/. instead of 9,000,0002. He would state the of his estimate 
of the income of the Parochial Clergy. They had obtained:returns from 9;660 
benefices. The-whole number of: benefices was 11,400.. The 9;660:of which 
they had obtained returns, gavean income of 2,769,7792 Supposing the others, 
from which no returns had been obtained, to: be. about the same average, the 
whol amount would be about 3,250,000/, If. they: supposed: that. whole 





sum equally. divided, it would give to each clergyman about 285/. a year. — If 
to that they added the income of the Prebends and the Deans and Chapters, the 
average income of each clergyman would be about 5002. 

He did not consider this too large a sum to devote to the support of 
a National Church. It was generally allowed that the residence of a 
clergyman in every parish was highly desirable ; but then, it was equally 
to be wished, that he should be on good terms with his parishioners ; 
which could not be the case as long as the present system was upheld. 
The measureyvhich he was going to propose, was not one which would 
make a great sensation, but one which should be fair and just to both 
parties. It would apply to the clergyman, the tithe-owner, and the 
tithe-payer. When he spoke of the clergyman, he did not think it right 
to confine the commutation simply to the clergyman, but that the same 
measure should be applicable to the lay impropriator. 

His first principle would be to give a period of twelve months from the pas- 
sing of the bill, to permit the tithe-payer and the tithe-owner, by mutual con- 
sent to commute tithes into a perpetual corn-rent; but if, after the expiration 
of twelve months, that were not generally done,—and in many instances it 
would, probably, not be done, although he believed in a vast number it would 
be ;—if, after that period, the commutation were not accomplished, he then pro- 
posed that either the tithe payer or tithe-receiver, without making it necessary for 
a whole parish to agree,—for he would allow any individual tithe-payer to give 
notice,—he then proposed that either the tithe-payer or tithe-receiver should be 
allowed to give notice that he intended to commute the tithes. 

Valuators should then be appointed; a certain number of whom 
should be selected by the Bishop of the diocese, and an equal number 
by the Magistrates at Quarter-Sessions, Hither party might then 
give notice to the other party, that he intended to appoint a valuator, 
and the valuation might proceed. 

Any person, however, who knows any thing of the state of tithe property in 
this country, must know that if an actual valuation were to take place for tithe- 
able property in each parish, the effect would be to raise the tithes throughout 
England most enormously, and would most certainly prevent any commutation 
from taking place ; and, although it might seem to be justice, would really and 
peactienily be most unjust. His plan, therefore, was, that the valuators should 
not take the tithes at the amount which ought to be paid, but at the amount 
which had been actually paid and enjoyed through the previous years, The 
valuers, therefore, would not have the duty of valueing the tithe on the ground ; 
they would only have to ascertain what had been the amount paid during an 
average of seven years previously. 

The valuators, however, should have the power of altering the valu- 
ation to a certain percentage—say from five to ten percent; he showd 
think five per cent. sufficient. 

The valuation thus made, the valuators should commute that valuation for a 
perpetual corn-rent, estimated in different kinds of grain, wheat, barley, and 
oats ; and the average of the value of those kinds of grain should be-the perpe- 
tual rent imposed. He also proposed that these valuators should value the dif- 
ferent portions of the tithes. Suppose, for example, an individual wished to 
make an arrangement for his tithe, it was obvious that his land = vary in 
its qualities; and it was necessary that the amount of the tithe should be fixed 
on each portion, or it would be impossible to dispose of any part of that pro- 
perty, unless it was known what amount of tithe-rent it was subject to. Ifthe 
valuators should differ, an award by an umpire must must settle the dispute. It 
was necessary that the appointment of the umpire should rest with some im- 
portant and eminent person; and he should propose that the senior Judge of 
Assize should have the appointment. There were cases in which tithes had 
already been compounded for, and in such cases the composition would be taken 
as the basis of the valuation for the tithe-rent. Whenever the composition was 
a fixed payment, the valuators would only have to determine its value as a corn- 
rent. 

The Quarter-Sessions should ascertain the average during the pre- 
ceding years of the different kinds of grain. 

He proposed, on the valuation being made, that the tithe-receiver should have 
the option of being paid in money or in corn-rent during a fixed period of years. 
The clergyman should have the option of fixing this during the period of his 
incumbency; and if the tithe-owner was a lay impropriator, he should not have 
less for his option than seven years. All these, however, were points of detail, 
which the House could ar i in the progress of the bill. 

He would allow individuals to make arrangements with individuals, 
and a tenant, in the case of an existing lease, to make an arrangement 
without the consent of his landlord for the term of the lease. The 
landlord might make an arrangement with the tithe-receiver, whether 
they had granted a lease or not, in case the tenant refused to enter into 
any arrangement. In that case, the tenant would be bound to pay the 
landlord what was due to the c'ergyman. 

There was only one other case he had to mention—that relating to moduses. 
By an act recently passed, all moduses not disturbed before July next could not 
be questioned ; and it was not likely that this bill could come into operation 
before July. Before this bill could come into operation, all litigation would 
cease on the subject. 

He begged the House would not suppose that this was the only 
measure which Government intended to propose for the reform of the 
Church Establishment. Others were absolutely necessary. One was 
the prevention of pluralities. That measure would soon, he hoped; be 
brought forward either there or in the House of Lords. There were 
other plans, beset with great difficulties, which he hoped would be over- 
come. He concluded by saying, that he thought this measure for the 
commutation of tithes would be acceptable to both the land-owner and 
the clergyman, 

The proprietors of land, and those generally interested in agricultural pursuits, 
Seay sg would reap the very greatest advantage from the measure, asthey would 

ave the power of employing their capital on their Jand for their own advantage. 
On the other hand, he did not think the Church ought to make any resistance 
whatever: he would say, too, he did not think it would. He did not think the 
Clergy would consider the advantages which they might claim from the extended 
application of capital to land, cell be so great as to counterbalance the advan- 
tage they would be sure to derive from putting an end to the occasion of quarrels 
and disputes, 

In reply to a question by Mr. Barine, Lord AttHor? was under- 
stood to say, that although compositions had lately been made by which 
the Clergy were exempted from the payment of poor-rates; still'he 
thought it of essential importance that the. Clergy should remain liable, 
in order to give them an interest in keeping down the amount of‘the 
poor-rates, 

Sir Rozert Incris thought, that Lord Althorp’s permission wag 
like a congé d’élire—it was permission for a‘year; and compulsion atthe 
end of it; He would only then remark, that ‘he was glad to hear ‘Dord 
Althorp declare that he would deal with tithe property inthe’ sameway 











344 





THE SPECTATOR. 








whether it was in the hands of laymen or the Clergy. He hoped the 
same principle would be adopted when they came to legislate on this 
subject for Ireland. 

Mr. Home said, the appointment of the valuators would be wholly 
in the power of the @lergy; one half being nominated by the Bishops, 
the other by the Magistrates at the Sessions, more than half of whom 
were clergymen. He thought those functionaries ought to be nomi- 

nated by Government. He objected to making the present payments 
of tithe the basis of the valuation for future payments ; for that would 
enable the man who had screwed up his tithes to a high pitch to reap 
the benefit of his extortion, while the more moderate of the Clergy 
would get no more than they did at present. Inasmuch as Lord 
Althorp’s plan did not take into consideration the very great difference 
in the amount of the tithes collected in different parts of the country, 
it appeared to him to be very defective. He wished a money value to 
be fixed by the Commissioners instead of a fluctuating value in cern; 
and that the Commissioners should be appointed directly by the House 
or by the Exchequer. He was not inimical to the proposed changes, 
but thought that the details of the plan would require much alteration. 

He thought it would be better for the public if Commissioners were appointed 
by Government to value the tithes throughout the country, and buy them up, 
and then let the Clergy be paid either out of the Exchequer or by that House. 
( Cries of *“* Hear!” and * Oh,oh!”) Sucha plan had been formerly under 
the serious consideration of persons in the situation of the noble lord; and if 
such a plan had been carried into effect some years ago, it would have been better 
for the Church itself. 

Sir Roserr Pret said, the success of the measure must mainly de- 
pend upon the details: he would give these his careful consideration. 
He was by no means averse—he believed no member in the House was 
averse—to the principle of the commutation of tithes. He agreed 
with Mr. Hume in his objection to the mode in which the value of the 

tithe was to be taken, and as to the hardship which it would inflict on 
those clergymen who had been lenient in the collection heretofore. He 
objected also to the proposition for taking the tithe either in money or 
in three different kinds of grain. 

Lord ALTHoRP explained— 

What was meant in that part of the measure was that the tithe-receiver 
should have the option of being paid according to the price of so many bushels 
of acertain grain, according to which the tithe had been valued. 

Dr. LusHIncTon was surprised to hear Lord Althorp say that the 
plan proposed would not create a sensation in the country. It was im- 
possible that any plan could be formed for changing the mode of pay- 
ment of so large a sum as 3,250,0001.—the amount of the income of 
the Parochial Clergy—without detriment to some parties. He was not 
disposed to concur in Lord Althorp’s plan— 

He thought it faulty both in principle and practice; and believed that it 
would occasion great dissatisfaction, because persons who had never paid tithes 
before would, under the noble lord’s arrangement, be obliged to pay. In any 
scheme of partial commutation he likewise saw great difficulties. He did not 
admire the justice of the compulsory system, by which if one-half of the tithe- 
payers in a particular district agreed to a commutation, the other half, however 
unwilling, would be obliged to submit. One general and comprehensive mea- 
sure would be vastly grefershie to such a partial and compulsory enactment. 
He advocated a general and sweeping measure, because he felt convinced that 
the sooner the period arrived when the very name of tithes, now so odious, should 
be extinguished, the better. 

He had objections to the mode of payment, and other parts of the 
plan ; but he would reserve them for the Committee. 

Mr. Bartne said there was no spoliation in the plan, no party feel- 
ing, but a spirit of fairness equally to the Clergy and the Public. So 
far as the principle was developed, the measure should have his support : 
at the same time, he must state the difficulties that occurred to him. 

He objected in toto to the proposition of Mr. Hume with regard to the valu- 
tion of tithes, because he conceived it presented insurmountable obstacles. He 
thought, however, that a simpler mode of valuation than that propounded b 
Lord Althorp might be hit upon. One difficulty in the arrangement, which 
particularly struck him, was connected with the poor-rates. He felt satisfied 
that the present state of things could not be suffered to remain unaltered. Many 
persons in the South of England, he knew, were in the habit of paying a poor- 
rate of 27s., and some even as much as 32s. in the pound. What would become 
of the clergyman in this case? It was well known that the landowners often 
expressed a desire to “work the clergy” by means of the poor-rate, and under 
the noble lord’s plan they would have an eligible opportunity of so doing. But 
if the clergyman were left without income, the parish must be left without 
church-duty. There was another difficulty. In some parts of England—the 
hop lands in Kent, for example—tithes were levied at the rate of 40s. per acre, 
in many cases more than the rent. If this scale were to be perpetuated, the 
cultivators would never be able to mect the demands upon them. Besides, it 
was possible for portions of land to go out of cultivation, and this without any 
intention to defraud the clergy of their tithe. It would be an absurdity and an 
injustice to perpetuate a tithe payment on land which produced nothing at all; 
he would therefore suggest that lands only which were in cultivation should be 
subject to the valuation. 

Lord Joun RussExt said, that every plan would be open to some 
objections, but he thought the one now brought forward was the least 
open to such attacks. 

Colonel Torrens expressed his hearty approbation of the plan. 

Sir M. W. Rivtey, Sir R. Pricr, and Mr. Curreis, who ap- 
proved the plan. 

Mr. Hatcoms thought some diffieulty would arise with respect to 
the valuation of tithes in kind, owing to the frequent removal of live 
stock for the purpose of shearing, feeding, &c.; which practice might 
be put in force for the purpose of altering the rate. He begged to ask 

* whether the present measure had been introduced with the approbation 
, of the Heads of the Church. 
Lord Atruorp said, the plan had been submitted to the Heads of 
.. the Church, but he was not authorized to state either their approval or 
disapproval of it. He objected to Mr. Hume’s proposal for a general 
actual valuation of land: he was sure it would create discontent 
throughout the country. He was willing to concur in any plan for the 
appointment of the valuators, less objectionable than that which he had 
proposed. He did not attach much weight to Sir Robert Peel’s objec- 
tion to that part of the measure which left it optional with parties to 
commute their tithes.. In many parts of the country, some land in the 
parish was tithe-free, while the other parts paid tithe, and no incon- 
yenience resulted fromit. He was not fayourable to the Clergy hold- 











ing land instead of tithes; but he thought that such a suggestion de- 
served consideration. 


Leave was then given to bring in the bill. 


8. Cuurcn Rerorm. Mr. Farrurut, on Tuesday, moved the 
following resolutions. 

«* That the Church of England, as by law established, is not recommended by 
practical utility ; that its revenues have always been subject to legislative enact- 
ments ; and that the greater part if not the whole of those revenues ought to be 
appropriated to the relief of the nation.” 

He said that he was by no means hostile to religion—far from it ; 
but the Establishment he detested. The Church was one thing, the 
Establishment another. But he did not wish to overthrow the Esta- 
blishment: they might keep their Bishops, Deans, and Archdeacons : 
all he desired was that each sect should support its own establishment. 

He would ask the House one pointed question. Was an establishment like 
this sanctioned either directly or indirectly by our Lord Jesus Christ, or any of 
his Apostles, or was it not ?—No, it was not. He defied any one to show that 
it was. He would not ask the House to believe this on the evidence—incontro- 
vertible as it was—of the Dissenters ; but he would call to their most serious at- 
tention the opinions of the soundest Divines of the Establishment itself, begin- 
ning with that of Archdeacon Paley ; who declares that ‘* we find in the Chris- 
tian religion no scheme of building up any Church, or of administering to the 
particular views of any Ecclesiastical Government ; but, on the contrary, our 
religion exhibits a complete abstraction from all ecclesiastical or civil bodies.” 
Such was the opinion of Paley; and Mr. Faithful would ask any of those mem- 
bers who were conversant with Scripture, if they could point out any passage in 
the New Testament which could directly or indirectly induce the most distant 
apprehension that Jesus Christ or any of his Apostles contemplated such an 
establishment as this as an eligible institution? Certainly not; it was never 
originated by our Saviour, or any disciples of the religion he taught. 

No one could say that it was through love of the Holy Ghost that 
young men entered the Church. They entered it as if it were the 
Army, Navy, or any other profession. It was all an affair of calcula- 
tion. Livings were bought and sold at noon-day. As Dr. Hartley 
said, the Clergy teach the doctrines of men, and are merchants upon 
earth. Mr. Faithful concluded by declaring his belief, that Parliament 
had as much right to interfere with the Church as with the Bank. 

Mr. Coxzetr seconded the motion. 


Lord ALtTHorr was sure that he should not be expected to answer 
Mr. Faithful’s speech. He was a Churchman, and Mr. Faithful a 
Dissenter. They might therefore be reasonably expected to differ 
respecting the practical utility of the Church. He should meet the 
question with a decided negative. 

Mr. Connetr— The Chancellor of the Exchequer has declared that 
the House hardly expected him to answer Mr. Faithful’s speech. No— 
nor did I either.” (Laughter, and calls of ‘“* Question !””) 

Mr. Harvey, though a Dissenter, and prepared to support the 
abstract proposition contained in Mr. Faithful’s resolution, could not 
agree to all itsterms. He hoped the motion would be withdrawn. 

Sir Rozerr Inciis expressed his utter dissent from all that had 
fallen from Mr. Faithful, in the course of his half-sermon, half-speech. 
It was not fair in Mr. Faithful, who was not only a Dissenter, but a 
licensed preacher among that body, to attack the Church of England 
Clergy, who were not permitted to be there to defend themselves. 

Mr. O’Dwyer moved, as an amendment— 

** That the revenues of the Church of England have always been subject to 
legislative enactments, and they ought to be appropriated to their original in- 
stitution.” 

Mr. Harvey objected to the amendment, as one to which no Pro- 
testant Dissenter could agree. 

The amendment was then withdrawn, and the original motion nega- 
tived without a division. 


4. Jewisu Disaniiities. Ina Committee of the whole House, on 
Wednesday, Mr. Warsurton being in the Chair, 

Mr. Rozert Grant moved the following resolution— 

‘¢ That it is expedient to remove all civil disabilities at present existing affect- 
ing his Majesty’s subjects of the Jewish religion, with the like exceptions as are 
etton with reference to his Majesty’s subjects professing the Roman Catholic 
religion. 

The great principle which he advocated was this—that in every 
civilized and properly-regulated community, no man ought to be ex- 
cluded, as a general rule, from any civil right or privilege, on account of 
his religious sentiments being different from those of the community at 
large, unless those sentiments threatened the disorganization of civil 
society. There was ample evidence contained in the history of many 
nations, among whom the Jews had resided, to prove that the Jewish 
religion by no means unfitted men or being good subjects. It was 
an article of the Jewish faith, that until the coming of the Messiah, 
the king under whose protection they lived was to be considered the 
King of Israel. Mr. Grant then gave a sketch of the history of the 
Jews in ancient times; when in captivity under the Babylonish and 
Persian monarchs, under the Ptolemies of Egypt, the Seleucide of 
Syria, Julian the Apostate, and Charlemagne. The golden age of the 
Jewish captivity might perhaps be placed under Charlemagne, who sent 
a Jew ambassador to Haroun al Raschid. Pope Gregory the Great, 
had encouraged them, and so had the Moors in Spain. It was at the 
time of the Crusades that their persecution became so dreadful; and 
England and France had led the way in those cruelties. Passing on to 
modern times, he mentioned the emancipation of the Jews by Napo- 
leon, and the testimony of Charles Dupin to the benefits which had re- 
sulted from that measure. The Jews in France had substituted industry 
for usury, and had become Frenchmen in heart as well as in birth. In 
Prussia, the Chancellor [lardenberg had obtained the partial eman- 
cipation of the Jews in the year 1811; and they had since become the 
best subjects in the Prussian dominions, as was clearly proved by their 
conduct in the last war with France. He replied to the argument, that 
to emancipate the Jews would be to interfere with the Divine decree 
which doomed them to persecution. 

In reply to that argument, he would say, that it was one that proved infinitel 
too much ; for, according to those persons who used it, the proscription whic 
was predicted as affecting this people, and te which they ap , would not go 
merely to the extent of civil disabilities, but would go to the rack, the stake, the 
torture, &c. ; and therefore it was nota right argument to say that because the 
Jews, being in a peculiar state of probation, were exposed to certain evils, wes 
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in fulfilment of the prophecies relating to them, had a right to inflict those evils 
upon them. 

He quoted Bishop Newton, Dr. Buchanan, and Robert Hall, to 
prove that the time was come to sweep of the long arrear of guilt which 
the nations of Christendom had contracted by their persecution of the 
Jews. He concluded by saying, that he would rest this question upon 
the broad ground of religious toleration. 

The infliction of civil disubilities without any reason was oppressive, and their 
infliction for no other reason but a difference in was religious persecution ; 
and he now, therefore, called upon them to wipe away a stain which had so long 
attached to their religion: he called upon them, as professors of Christianity, 
to wipe away the heavy stain that had so long disfigured its fair fame, and to 
show it as it was and as it ought to be—the religion of goodwill and cf charity 
towards all mankind. 

Sir Rozpert Ines said, that Mr. Grant had made large conces- 
sions to the spurious liberality of modern days. He had laid down the 
propasition that religious opinions should not disqualify their profes- 
sors from holding political power— 

If sucha proposition were to be admitted, and it was upon it that Mr. Grant 
grounded his motions, it would enable the Parsee, the pk ay the Mussulman, 
the Jew, and all other sectaries and religionists whatever, who were natural- 
born subjects of the King of this realm, to participate in al! the rights of British 
subjects; and he would ask whether’ they would be fit persons to be in- 
trusted with all the ecclesiastical as well as civil interests of England? If such 
a principle were to be carried, the effect of it would be to place in the custody 
of very incompetent and unworthy men all the dearést interests of this country. 

The nationality of the Jews, which none of them would disclaim, 
was a strong’ argument against their admission to the privileges 
now sought to be bestowed upon them. He would not deny, of course 
he would not defend, the cruelties practised in former tfmmes upon the 
Jews. ~ He would not go into the antiquarian law upon the subject: 
he would rest his argument upon this point,—that the Jews coming to 
a country as strangers, and sojourning there as a distinct people, should 
be obliged to take the law as they found it. Christianity was admitted 
on all hands to be part and parcel of the law of the land— 

How, then, could any person sit in that House, or as a Judge on the 
Bench, who was not prepared to call himself a Christian and give the requisite 
proof by appealing to the inspired Word of God? There was no right to 
power in the abstract. If an individual were protected in his person, his pro- 
perty, and in the exercise of his worship, he was bound in return for that pro- 
tection to bow before the supreme authority, whatever it might be, of the 
country in which he resided; but unless his person or his property were inse- 
cure or subject to annoyance on account of his worship, he had no ground for 
demanding the possession of political power. 

What would be the consequence of allowing a Jew Judge to try a 
cause of blasphemy? It was grossly inconsistent to place one man on 
the bench who professed a certain doctrine, and another at the bar as a 
criminal for professing similar doctrines. He was not prepared to grant 
this favour to the Jews, neither was the House called upon to grant it, 
atthe expense of their religious belief. 

Mr. Macavtay objected to the doctrine of Sir R. Inglis, that 
whatever the supreme authority of a country chose to exact from per- 
sons living in it, no man had a right to complain of oppression on that 
account. ; 

A doctrine of this nature, if carried out, would lead to consequences so mon- 
strous, that even Sir R. Inglis himself would be disposed to shrink from them. 
Suppose, for instance, it were to be an enactment that every man who had _ blue 
eyes, or stood six feet high, should be excluded from the possession of certain 
political rights: would not such a law be considered a piece of gross injustice ? 
And yet, if the distribution of political power were to be regarded as mere 

matter of caprice, no man would havearight to complain. Suppose some such 
clause as the following were inserted in a bill which should be brought before 
the House— That no person should be appointed Governor-General! of India, 
or be sent out as Governor of Madras and Bombay who had not been educated 
at the University of Oxford.” He could imagine what a cry would be raised 
by those who thought with the honourable baronet; and yet no man hada 
right to the Governor-Generalship of India—it was a pure matter of grace. 

It was said that it would be an anomaly to see a Jewish Judge try a 
man for blasphemy— 

He would not defend the present law relative to blasphemy ; but he thought 
that a sound Jaw upon the subject might exist with an enlightened Jew upon the 
bench. He thought that every man ought to be at liberty to discuss the truth 
or falsehood of religion, but not to force upon the unwilling eyes and ears of 
others sights and sounds which were insulting to them. ‘The distinction was 
perfectly clear: if a man chose to sell Paine’s Age of Reason in a back shop 
to such as though proper to buy it, or if another man chose to deliver a lecture 
against venerated religion in a private room, he thought that neither of them 
ought to be prosecuted; but if an individual exhibited at a window in a 
thoroughfare a caricature of what was an object of veneration to 999 men out 
1,000, or in a place of public resort should apply outrageous and insulting ex- 
pressions to beings and things which almost all who heard him were disposed to 
venerate, he would punish such a man, not for a libel, but for a nuisance—not 
for attacking what he thought true, but for inflicting useless pain and disgust 
on his neighbours. ( Cheers.) 

The Jewish religion had one peculiar advantage over all those which 
we deemed to be false—it was not a proselyting religion; there was no 
chance of its spreating— 

The Jews did not wish to gain proselytes ; they discarded and almost rejected 
them, looking upon it as something like culpable presumption for any person to 
aspire to belong to their religion. Hence it was, that the conversion of any 
person to the Jewish faith was almost as rare an event as a total eclipse of the 
sun. He had never heard but of one such occurrence, and that was a remarkable 
one—it was the case of Lord George Gordon. If ever there was a convert of 
whom a proselyting sect might have been proud, it was Lord George Gordon; 
for he was not only a man of rank and a legislator, but he distinguished himself 
in the eyes of the world for the ferocity of his zeal in favour of a particular sect. 
He turned Jew, and how was he treated? His adopted brethren admitted him 
reluctantly to all the painful parts of their religion ; but when upon his death- 
bed he claimed the Jewish burial-rites, they told him his request could not be 
complied with. 

The Jews had been termed a mean and sordid race—averse to agri- 
cultural and honourable pursuits. 

This was only another example of the logic of bigotry in all ages. You first 
generate vices, and then put them forward as a plea for persecution ; you make’ 
England but half a country to the Jews, and then you wonder that they have 
only half patriotism ; you treat them as foreigners; and then wonder that they 
have not all the feelings of natives ; you draw a line of separation, and then express 
astonishment that they do not mingle with you; you will not allow them to 
Possess an acre of land, apd yet complain that they devote themeelves exclusively 


to trade ; you debar them from all exertion of honourable ambition, and then 
reproach them for taking refuge in the arts of avarice; in fine, you have for 
ages subjected them to every species of injustice, and then you condemn them 
for resorting to what is the natural resource of the weak against overwhelming 
power—artifice and cunning. (Prolonged cheering.) 

Mr. Hatcoms opposed the motion. It was supported by Mr. Hume, 
Mr. O’ConneEct, and Mr. Poutrer. 

Sir Rozert Inecuis declined dividing the House ; and the resolution 
was carried apparently by a large majority. The Chronicle report says 
that the “ Ayes” resounded in one loud and hearty tone through the 
House ; the “* Noes” were weak, and “few and far between.” Loud 
cheering followed the announcement from the Chair that the resolution 
was carried. 

5. Srnecures. Mr. Humes, on Thursday, brought forward a mo- 
tion respecting sinecures, upon a broader basis than those which he had 
submitted on two former occasions. Objections had been taken to the 
manner in which.he had introduced his former motions, and explanations 
had been given by many members of their reasons for voting against 
them. These objections did not satisfy him that he had done wrong. 
The Finance Committee of 1808 had reported the amount of sinecure 
offices as follows. 

Sinecures in England and the Colonies.........++... £199,137 
Scotland ......0scccccccovee eupncousénesie AMID 
TrOTAil oe nace vtasseccucnccsiectousoceescateizens \OugUUr 

Many of these had since been abolished. How many remained, he 
could not say; the returns which he had moved for not having been 
made. 

On the 5d of April 1816, a return was presented to the House signed ‘‘ Henry 
Goulburn,” containing a list of thirty-three sinecure offices in only eight West 
India Islands, held by persons who did not reside there, the emoluments of 
which amounted to 53,0002. annually. From those individuals he had selected 
seven, including the Honourable C. W. Windham, Lord Braybroke, and Sir C, 
Greville, whe te found, had received, from the date of their appointment to the 
sinccure offices which they held up to 1816, no less than 1,623,950/. in principal 
alone. 

In fact, every device was resorted to, to extort money from the public 
in the shape of fees. He eulogized the conduct of the Marquis of 
Camden, who had given up a sinecure of 23,117/. per annum, He 
proceeded to mention some of the sinecures at present existing. Y 

&. 8. & 














Clerk Of Idiots ..c..csssecescccecevesceesecceceseceseossccoreers 963 0 0 
Clerk of the Hanaper, held by two young ladies, the daughters of an 

LOY. ey ree eae 
Clerk of the Crown in Chancery, 1,108 0 0 
Clerk of King's Bench, Lord Ellenborough ........- . 7,905 0 0 


9,286 0 0 


Keeper of the Seals in the Court of Common Pleas, the Duke of 
‘ 1816 0 0 


Grafton 





i 
Patentee of Bankrupts, Lord Thurlow ....-.0.ee seer eee reeeeeeee 8 502 - 0 
Keeper of the Hanaper, Lord Thurlow........0see. eee peewee earn. 1,192 0 0 
Ci neellor of Scotland, the Earl of Rosslyt ....... cece eeeeeeeeeeee 17 iz 0 0 
Clerk in Chancery, held for his children, the Earl of Rosslyn..... soe OO OU 


His own opinion was, that the present holders of these oflices ought 
to be deprived of them; but the motion which he intended to submit did 
not raise that question, but leftexisting interests untouched. He con- 
cluded by moving the first resolution,—to the effect, that on all future 
vacancies of sinecure offices at home and abroad, no new appointments 
shall be made, nor any salary, allowances, or‘emoluments granted. 

Lord Auruorr would not object to the substance of the motion. 

Mr. Hume had, however, cited a number of offices, from the Report of 1516, 
several of which he knew had been abolished. He was surprised that he had 
mentioned the case of Lord Thurlow, which was abolished by the Bankruptcy 
Bill. Lord Frederick Campbell, too, who had held an office in the Chancery of 
Scotland, was dead. He therefore hoped that the House would not believe that 
all this list of offices still remained. 

With respect to Civil and Colonial offices, he did nat object to the 
motion as it stood; but Lord Ebrington had given notice of a motion 
for a Committee of inquiry into the Military and Naval offices, and he 
thought Mr. Hume’s motion would interfere with it. 

Mr. Hume would alter his resolution, by substituting the words 
‘tall future vacancies of sinecure offices in the Civil and Colonial ser- 
vice of the country.” 

The resolution, thus restricted, was agreed to. 

Mr. Hume then moved the second resolution,—‘ That no person 
should receive an appointment to any situation to which emolument 
was attached, the duties of which were to be performed by deputy.”— 
Agreed to. 

Mr. Hume then moved the third resolution,— 

‘* That all offices filled up after this date, in any department under the Crown, 
Civil, Military, Naval, or Colonial, shall be subject to such alterations as to 
duties, and to such deductions and alterations as to salary and emoluments, as 
his Majesty’s Ministers, or the heads of departments, under the sanction of this 
House, shall make, without the persons so appointed having any claim for com- 
pensation or allowance for such alterations.” 

This resolution was objected to by Lord ALTHorRP. 

The eff-ct of it, he observed, was to regulate offices hereafter ; and the Crown 
had that power which it had acted upon, and had reduced the salaries of several 
situations. The House, by passing this resolution, would assume that it would 
be out uf the power of the Crown to regulate officers hereinafter appointed. 

Mr. Huns consented to withdraw the resolution. 


6. Navy Esrmates. The House, on Monday, having resolved 
itself into a Committee of Supply, 

Sir James Grauam said, that in addition to the 7,000/. saved in the 
last Estimates in the expense of the Admiralty, he was enabled to re- 
duce the expense still further by 17,0002. | These two sums, with the 
5,0001. worth of fees which had been abolished, would make the saving 
29,000. during the last two years. The balance-sheet was now laid on 
the table. It would be seen that the Estimates of last year had not 
been exceeded ; on the contrary, there was a considerable balance re- 
maining out of them. He concluded by moying, that 104,070/. should 


be granted for defraying the salaries of officers and contingencies for the 
year 1833. 

Mr. Hume said, that as the House had decided on the number of men 
to be employed, he would not divide it on any of these resolutions. He 
admitted that many reductions had been made, but still the scale of re- 





duction was too limited. 
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The vote was agreed to; as were also one for 21,725/. for the Navy 
Pay Office, and one for 22,109/. for the salaries and contingent expenses 
of the Scientific departments of the Navy. 

Sir James GRAwaM, in answer to a question from Mr. ‘Hume, 
stated, that the Vernor, which was built by Captain Symonds on his 
new construction, had been proriounced by competent persons to be a 
very superior vessel. 

Captain D. Dunpas also said, that the Captain of the Vernon had 
assured him that there was no doubt of the superiority of the plan upon 
which his ship had been constructed. 

On the question that 114,9701. be voted for the expenses of the Naval 
Establishments at Home, a long and desultory conversation arose re- 
specting the yachts which are at present maintained. Sir JaMEs Gra- 
HAM explained, that there were now four Royal yachts ; of which two 
were employed in the public service at Pembroke and Woolwich, and 
two were reserved for the King’s private use. 

The sum of 23,4227. was voted for wages of persons employed in es- 
tablishments abroad, and 438,426/. for those of persons employed at 
home. 

Sir James Grawam said, that the practice of employing convicts in 
the Dockyards was to be discontinued. Hé regretted very much the 
distress necessarily occasioned by the reduction of persons employed 
in the Navy-yards. It was necessary, however, to turn off many. He 
had waited till the winter was over, before dismissing them, in order 
that they might get work in the summer months, when it was easier to 
be obtained. He then proposed that 63,700/. should be granted to de- 
fray the expenses of new works and improvements. He wished to 
call the attention of the House to the unfinished state of the Plymouth 
Breakwater. It was considered desirable to case the western arm with 
masonry, and to lay the foundation for a lighthouse at the extreme 
western end. This would cost 99,761l.; and was strongly recom- 
mended by Sir John Rennie; to whose honour it should be mentioned, 
that while his estimate for the Breakwater was 1,200,000/. the expen- 
diture would not exceed 1,100,000/. 

Mr. Hume thought, that what the engineer recommended ought to be 
done. 

Upon the sum of 871,858. being proposed for the payment of the 
Half-pay of the officers of the Navy and Marines, Mr. Humx objected 
to so large a sum being required. He thought, that as vacancies oc- 
curred, officers should be taken from the half-pay, and put upon the 
full pay list. This was strongly opposed by Captain Dunpas, and Sir, 
E. Coprincron,—on the ground of its being unjust to the junior 
officers to see themselves superseded by old worn-out oflicers, who could 
do no effective service to the eountry, while they checked the prefer- 
ment of young and vigorous men who would be of real use. Sir 
Epwarp also complained of the scanty half-pay allowed to officers of 
the Navy compared with the retiring allowances of those in the civil 
departments. 

Several other votes were then passed; and the Chairman reported 
progress, and obtained leave to sit again on Wednesday. 

7. RerorM or tHE Crimtinat Law. Mr. Lennarp, on Tuesday, 
moved for leave to bring in a bill 

+ + * to repeal so much of the 7th and Sth George LV. c. 29, s. 12, as enacts, 


that if any person shall break and cater any dwellinghouse, and steal thereia 
any chattel, money, or valuable security, to any value whatever, or shail steal 
any such property to any value whatever in any dwellinghouse, or any person 
therein being put in fear, every such offender being convicted thereof, shal! suffer 
death as a felon.” 

He said, that no real improvement could be effected in the criminal 
code, until something was done to remove that sanguinary and ferocious 
character, which Mirabeau had described as exacting blood and pounds 
of flesh as the penalty for every offence. It was the opinion of Sir 
Samuel Romilly, and other friends of humanity, that the terror of capi- 
tal punishment ceased to operate when the chances of escape, arising 
from the unwillingness of the injured to prosecute and of juries to con- 
vict, were so numerous. He referred to some tables drawn up by 
Mr. Wrightson, a barrister; which proved that the severity of the law 
defeated its efficiency. During the last seven years, the proportion of 
acquittals in England and Wales for capital offences was nearly 2°, and 
for non-capital cases only about 18 out of 100. The proportion of ac- 
quittals in London and Middlesex in capital cases was greater, because 
the proportion of executions was greater also. Under the old law, to 
steal in a dwellinghouse to the value of 40s. was a capital offence. 
Juries were in the habit then of finding offenders guilty of stealing to 
the value of 39s. Sir Robert Peel therefore had raised the sum to Al. ; 
but since the passing of that law, 555 verdiets had been given against 
prisoners for stealing to the value of 99s., when it was clear that the 
amount actually stolen was much greater. The whole system was full 
of mischief. In several of the United States, and in Tuscany, the 
punishment of death was abolished. Sir James Mackintosh, when 
Recorder of Bombay, discontinued capital punishment during seven 
years, without any increase of crime being the consequence. Mr. 
Lennard wished to make the letter of the law agree with the practice. 
Instead of affixing the punishment of death to the offences of breaking 
into and stealing in dwellinghouses, he would empower the Judges to 
transport offenders, or to imprison them with hard labour. 

Sir J. Campse ty (Solicitor-General) was desirous of abolishing the 
punishment of death whenever it was found practicable to do so. 
Crimes attended with violence, he feared must always be punished with 
death. Much had been lately done to mitigate the severity of our 
criminal code, which two years ago was one of unexampled severity. 
He fully concurred with Mr. Lennard in his wish for a careful and 
thoughtful revision of the criminal code; but he looked with fear at the 
multifarious notices for amendment of the law then on the books; 
there being no fewer than ten for alterations of the criminal and fifteen 
for the civil code. 

Mr. Wynvy, strongly recommended Mr. Lennard to alter his motion, 
and move for a Committee on the laws in question. For the present, 
he should be sorry to see the House sanction such a bill as the one now 
proposed. It went too far. 

rt. J. H. Luoyp supported the motion. 

_Mr. Curtar Frrcusson would advise Mr. Lennard to withdraw 

his motion, if he were assured that a Commission should be appointed 








to- inquire into the punishments, and the effects of punishments for all 
offences ag tinst property. 

Mr Ewart supported the motion. 

Mr. Cospnetrt was disgusted with the constant reference made to the 
practice and experience of foreign countries,—to France, America, and 
he knew not what country. What to them were the opinions of people 
abroad? He knew nothing, and he wanted to know nothing, of the 
opinions of France on these matters. The Lord deliver him from 
French courts of justice ;—that’s all he could say. Then as to Ame- 
rica—it was one of the articles in the Constitution of each State, that 
their laws should be the same as the English. Every alteration which 


-we made in the common law of England, we always managed to make 


for the worse. 

Mr. M. Hirt strenuously supported Mr. Lennard’s motion. 

He regretted that a man of the talents of Mr. Cobbett should clothe himself 
in the worn-out vocabulary of prejudiced invective, so long worn only by the 
ignorant and the malevolent. If Mr. Cobbett’s argument was good for any 
thing, it was for their returning omnino to the state of things obtained in his 
lauded golden era of 1776. They should readopt the bloody penal code of that 
period ; they should reenact the capital punishments for minor offences then in 
force, with all the baneful consequences of such sanguinary enactments. 

Leave was then given to bring in the bill. 


8. JuventLE Orrenpers. Sir Earpitey Witmor, on Tuesday, 
moved to bring in a bill 
......to alter and amend so much of the 7th and 8th of Geo. IV. c. 28, as related 
to proceedings in indictments against offenders previously convicted of felony ; 
also to alter and amend so much of the 7th and 8th of Geo. IV. c. 29, as re- 
lated to proceedings by indictment against persons under seventeen years uf age 
charged with siuple larcenies. 

‘He complained of the system of punishing boys for trifling offences 
by imprisonment among hardened criminals. During the last seven 
years, 1,300 individuals had been tried in the county of Warwick who 
were under the age of eighteen, and half of them under the age of fif- 
teen. Thus crime was spreading among the young; and our system of 
imprisoning them both before trial and afterwards, had a direct tendency 
to increase it. 

One object of his bill was to render a boy of tender age incapable of convic- 
tion for felony on the ground of a petty larceny; he would make it a misde- 
meanour. This alteration in the law would remove the objection which existed 
to dealing with such offenders without the intervention of a jury, and reconcile 
the mind to summary convictions before Magistrates. 

Mr. Grorce Lams would not object to the bill being brought in; 
but great doubts had been started as to the practicability of plans simi- 
lar to those proposed by Sir E. Wilmot for removing the evils com- 
plained of. 

It was very well known, that amongst the juvenile thieves and offenders taken 
up in London, there were boys as experienced as the oldest practitioners in guilt ; 
and it would surely be extremely unjust that such boys, who had been actually 
nursed in crime, should escape under cover of their age, and be treated as 
children. He believed that the general opinion of the Conunittee that sat upon 
Secondary Punishments was, that any measure upon this particular subject would 
be unadvisable. 

Sir T. FReeMantTLe said, if it were established that boys of a cer- 
tain age should be exempt from a certain degree of punishment, the old 
thieves in town would employ them to commit the most daring’ robberies 
and offences. 

Sir Oswatp Mosegty said— 

lie had known a boy in the country who, for stealing three eggs, was com- 
mitted to gaol for two months, and then brought up for trial with as much 
array of justice as if he had stolen as many hundred pounds. One great evil 
was, that no proper distinction was made between lesser and greater offences. If 
Magistrates at Petty Sessions should get a summary jurisdiction with regard to 
minor offences, three fourths of those offenders that were now sent to the Gene- 
ral Quarter- Sessions would be thus disposed of, at much less expense to the 
country, and with greater advantage to the public and to the offenders them- 
selves. He was also for giving Magistrates at Petty Sessions the power of sum- 
moning a Jury, which would be as fully competent to try the case as the Juries 
they met with at the General Quarter-Sessions ; and he would havea Jury em- 
ployed wherever the offender called for its intervention. 

Mr. Consett would not oppose the bringing in of the bill; but 
would oppose every future stage of it, if it increased the power of Ma- 
gistrates and diminished the use of Juries. If Magistrates were to be 
allowed to try offenders for felonies without Juries, they might soon 
have the power of hanging them without Juries also. The Magistracy 
of England contained too many Clergymen and officers of the Army 
and Navy on the half-pay list—the most dependent men on earth. 

The independence of their Judges was the constant boast of Englishmen; that 
the King himseif could not displace the Judges was a remark repeatedly in the 
mouths of the people of this country. But just look to the Magistrates, and 
behold the contrast! The Magistrates were nominated at the pleasure of the 
Minister of the Crown, they held their situations at the pleasure of the 
Ministers of the Crown, and many of them could have their bread taken from 
them by the Minister of the Crown. 

Mr. Harpy supported the motion, and defended the character of the 
Magistracy of England from the attacks of Mr. Cobbett. ‘They were 
incapable of being influenced by the base motives imputed to them. 

Mr. Cuartrs Buuuer spoke in support of the measure. 

He mentioned an instancein his own county wherea boy was committed for 
stealing a mackerel, whose imprisonment and trial cost the county 40/.; and 
yet when he was convicted, the Judge sentenced him to only one day’s imprison- 
ment. Hestated that he knew of another case where two boys who ‘ial oan 
a few potatoes on a Sunday out of the open window of a store-house, and had 
roasted them at an adjoining lime-kiln, were taken up, and brought twenty 
miles to the county gaol. They were afterwards tried and convicted; and 
those boys, both before and after their conviction, were confined amongst a parcel 
of felons, some of whom were in prison for an offence that he should not 
name. 

Mr. O’ConnELt entertained great repugnance to giving Magistrates 
summary jurisdiction over children without the intervention of a Jury. 

From the statements they had heard that evening, it was plain that Magis- 
trates committed for the most ridiculous and farcical offences. It appeared 
to him that it was a great mistake to lay it down as a principle—a principle 
which he thought a very bad one—that an Englishman should not accuse 
himself. If an Englishman committed a crime, who so good an evidence 
as himself? Why should not prisoners, when they were taken up upon a criminal 
charge, be interrogated so as to come at the truth? The present Lord Mayor 
of London had been sneered at in some of the newspapers for exercising the 
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power of interrogating the prisoners brought before him; but he thought it 
was a proof of great good sense on his part. He trusted the time would come 
when all prisoners would be subject to interrogatories. 

Lord Joun Russett would not support the bill in its future stages, 
if the power of inflicting summary punishment was to be given to the 
Magistrates. He strongly approved of the principle of interrogating 
prisoners as to their guilt or innocence, though at the same time he 
thought that examinations should not be suffered to run into all the 
mazes of professional subtlety. 

Sir EarpLey WiLmor, in reply, stated that he would avail himself 
of the suggestions which had been thrown out in the course of the de- 
bate. His only object in introducing the measure was to do away with 
a notorious and extensive evil. 

Leave was then given to bring in the bill. 


9. Common Law AMENDMENT Biti. Lord Wrnronp, on Tuesday, 
moved the second reading of this bill. He explained that its principal 
object was to lessen the expense of law proceedings ; by allowing the 
parties ina trial to examine each other before Commissioners who were 
to go within five miles of their residence, and who were to report to 
the Judge in chambers in London the result of this conference. The 
Judge, he expected, in a great many instances, would decide the ques- 
tion satisfactorily without going into Court; to which, however, the 
parties might resort if they were dissatisfied. The Judges were in 
favour of his bill,—it was also recommended by the Common Law 
Commissioners. 

Lord Lynpuvurst denied that the Judges approved of the bill. 
was utterly opposed to it. It would increase the expenses of going to 
law a hundredfold. Nothing good was done by it that was not better 
done at present by a bill of interrogatories. ‘The bill was a most im- 
perfect and injudicious measure. He would move as an amendment, 
that it be read a second time that day six months. 

Lord Etpon concurred with Lord Lyndhurst, and expressed his 
strong disapprobation of the bill. 

Lord BrovcHam was rather disposed to like the principle of the 
bill; and he thought its details might be amended in Committee. 

Lord Wyxrorp spoke a few words in reply ; when the Gallery was 
cleared for a division; but none took place; and Lord Lyndhurst’s 
ainendment for reading the bill that day six months was carried. 


He 


10. SEVERITY oF THE Crrminat Law. Lord Lynpuvurst, on Fri- 
day, moved for a return of the number of “ cases of transmutation of sen- 
tences which took place in conviction for cattle-stealing and house- 
breaking, to the amount of 5/., up to the latest period to which such 
returns could be made.” He complained in strong terms of the exist- 
ing state of the law, by which a lad who stole a lamb was punished as 
severely as an old offender, who stole a whole flock of sheep; and by 
which a hungry wretch, who, pressed by famine, lifted the latch of a 
baker’s shop and stole a loaf, was transported for life, while the most 
hardened gang of housebreakers receive no heavier punishment. The 
law which took away from the Judge the power of mitigating punish- 
ment, was productive of the worst consequences. Viscount Met- 
BouRNE, Lord Dacre, Lord Wynrorp, and Lord SHAFTESBURY, made 
a few remarks, and the motion was agreed to. 


11. Locat Courts Bitt. Lord Broveuam, on Thursday, at the 
request of Lord LynpuurRst, postponed the second reading of this bill, 
No day was fixed for the second reading. 

12. Assizes Birt. Mr. Ewart, on Monday, obtained leave to 
bring ina bill toauthorize his Majesty to remove the Assizes in any 
eounty, to any place where, with the advice of his Council, he might 
think fit. 

13. Irish CHANGE or VENUE Bint. Sir Jonn Hosuovse moved, 
on Thursday, that the House resolve itself into a Committee on this 
bill. He mentioned several instances in which jurors and witnesses 
had been prevented from doing their duty, by the threats of the White- 
feet. It was necessary for the due administration of justice, that the 
court should have the power of removing the accused for trial to the 
tranquil parts of the country. 

Mr. O’ ConneE.t denounced the measure as tyrannical and quite unne- 
cessary. Almost every man who was tried at the last Assizes was con- 
victed. In Queen’s County, there were 49 trials and 48 convictions. 
In Kilkenny, every Whitefoot had been convicted. He moved an 
amendment, that the bill be referred to a Select Committee. 

After some remarks by Sir Joun Camrsett and Sir R. Inectts, the 
House went into Committee; in which Mr. FirzcrraLp moved an 
amendment to exclude the city of Dublin from the operation of the bill. 
The House divided: for the amendment, 19; against it, 84; majority, 
65. The Chairman then reported progress, and the bill was ordered 
to be recommitted next day. 


14. Proc.amine or Kitkenny. Mr. O’ConnELL, on Wednesday, 
moved for certain returns relative to the proclaiming of Kilkenny. He 
wished to have a copy of the despatch of the Lord Lieutenant, contain- 
ing the reasons for proclaiming the city of Kilkenny; also a return of 
the number of persons who had been committed to the gaol of that city, 
with an account of the offences with which they were charged. He 
maintained that it was wanton and unnecessary tyranny to proclaim the 
city of Kilkenny. 

The city, it should be known, contained 25,000 inhabitants, and_ had strag- 
gins suburbs tracing into the county. In those suburbs there had, he too well 

ew, been three or four Whitefeet offences ; but they furnished no valid ground 
for proclaiming the city. The night before this harsh and uncalled-for measure, 
there was what he sight term a little melancholy merriment amongst the peo- 
ple. Music was provided; and when night was fast closing in, many of those 
melancholy airs were played which were for ever wedded to the Irish mind by 
the series of calamities inflicted on her by this country. The'second night came 
on ; but they were interfered with by the Lord Lieutenant issuing Ld 
tion,—which, to call despotic, was to treat it lightly, for it was, in fact, most 
brutal. [A good deal of conversation had been going on since the commence- 
ment of Mr. O’Connell’s remarks.] The House was careless. Why shotld it 
not be? It was only an act of despotism he was complaining of; it was only an 
added insult—a new wrong upon his unfortunate country. He was obliged to 
raise his voice beyond its usual pitch, for the poor chance of getting some one on 
the other side of the table to hear him. The proclamation of which he com- 
plained was signed, to his astonishment, by several of the Judges. He was as- 








sured that the reason why the city of Kilkenny had bcen proclaimed was, that 
the officers who were doing duty in that county might have the benefit of good 
accommodation. He believed he should be able to show that this was the rea= 
son if he was allowed to have a copy of the despatch from the Lord-Lieutenant 
or the Secretary of Ireland, stating the reason why that city had been proclaimed. 
If the despatch was produced, the reason he had stated would be found to be 
avowed. But it would not be produced—it would be suppressed ; and he knew 
that it was of little use for him to appeal to that House, who were not inclined 
to listen to appeals on behalf of Ireland. 

Sir Joun Hosnovuss refused to give a copy of the despatch ; he did 
not object to the return of the committals, though that would give a 
wrong impression, as out of ten offences there were not more than twe 
or three committals. ‘The city of Kilkenny was proclaimed, to pres 
vent its becoming an asylum to the Whitefeet, who would take refuge 
in it when driven from the country. The inhabitants were well pleased 
to have it proclaimed. 

Mr. SuLtivan thought that the ground for inflicting the act upon the 
city of Kilkenny ought to be stated openly. It was most unnecessary, 
and very injurious to the city: it had already prevented the usual sup- 
plies of provisions from being brought to market. 

Sir J. Camppet (Solicitor-General) said, the Magistrates of Kil+ 
kenny petitioned that the Coercion Bill might be passed, in order that 
it might be put in operation in the county. Now, but for the acciden+ 
tal circumstance of the city being a county of itself, it would necessarily 
have been included within the terms of the proclamation regarding the 
county of Kilkenny. Why was that mere accident to make a difference 
in the conduct of the Government, and to make them neglect the means 
of preserving the peace of the city ? 

Mr. Hume, Mr. D. W. Harvey, Mr. Aciionsy, Sir S. WHatLey, 
and Mr. O’Dwysr, strongly disapproved of the conduct of Govern- 
ment in proclaiming the city; and considered that Mr. O’Connell’s 
motion for information should have been acceded to. 

Sir W. Horne (Attorney-General) and Mr. Sprine Rick defended 
the non-production of the papers. Mr. Ric asked, 

What would have been the consequence, had the city of Kilkenny, situate as 
it was in the heart of the county, been permitted to remain as a sanctuary for 
all offenders—a place where the Whitefeet might resort for protection from the 
law, and whence they might send out their illegal expeditions? It would have 
been utterly impossible to carry the Act into effect in the county of Kilkenny, 
without placing the city within the proclamation. 

Mr. O’ Conn t replied. 

He had been told, when he complained of the possible abuse of this Act, that 
he had only to come to a Reformed Parliament, and he would find Government 
ready to give its reasons. Of course it would, if it had any. But the only at- 
tempt at a reason was, that the powers of the Act must be applied to the city’ 
of Kilkenny, because the place might be an asylum. But the word ‘ asylum,” 
was not in the Act; the Act spoke only of places in an insubordinate an@® 
disturbed state; Kilkenny was not in such a state, and the proclamation was a 
lie. This had been admitted by the Secretary for Ireland, and by the Attorney 
and Solicitor-General; for they admitted that there had been no outrage, no 
crime; yet the Lord-Lieutenant had issued such a proclamation. 

The House then divided: for the motion, 28; against it, 115; ma- 
jority, 87. 

15. Cotontat Stavery. Mr. Sraniey, on Thursday, postponed 
the Governinent statement upon this subject, from Tuesday next te 
‘Tuesday the 14th of May. 

16. Savincs Banxs. Lord Atruorr, on Tuesday, moved the first 
reading of a bill to enable persons to purchase small annuities through 
the means of the Savings Banks. He entered into a detail of the 
advantages which would arise from enabling poor persons, by a smalk 
monthly payment, to secure an annuity for life which would render 
them comfortable in their old age. ‘The peculiarity of the scheme con- 
sists in providing for the return of the amount paid for the annuity, to 
the representatives of the purchaser, in case of his death happening 
previously to his coming into the receipt of the annuity. 

After some remarks from Mr. T. Arrwoop and Mr. PEassz, the 
bill was read a first time. 

17. Scorn Burcu Rerorm. Mr. Kennepy, on Tuesday, in the 
absence of the Lord Advocate, obtained leave to bring in several bills 
for the reform of the Royal and other Burghs of Scotland. ° 

18. CorroRATION oF LauncEston. Sir W. Mo.Lresworrn, on 
Wednesday, presented a petition from the inhabitants of Launceston, 
complaining of the corrupt state of their corporation: it was under the 
complete control of the Duke of Northumberland, who had lately made 
his gamekeeper an Alderman. Sir Henry HarprncE said, the game- 
keeper was a man of property, who received no wages from the Duke, 
but having a fondness for shooting, the Duke had given him the depu- 
tation of his manor. Mr. C. Burr said, the gamekeeper received 
501. per annum from the Duke, and it was his principal means of 
support. Sir H. Hanrprnce reiterated his statement, on the faith of 
letters from respectable people at Launceston. The petition was 
referred to the Corporation Committee. 

19. Customs ConsoLipation Birt, On Wednesday, this bill was 
read a second time on the motion of Mr. Srrine Rice. It consolidates 
into one bill the following ten statutes, without adding new provisions 
to any of them—British Possessions Act, Registry of Vessels Acty 
Customs Duties Act, Customs Management Act, Customs Bounties 
Act, Customs Regulation Act, Isle of Man ‘Trade Act, Warehousing 
Act, Smuggling Act, and Navigation Act. 

20. Poxice-Orricrs. Mr. Grorce Lamp, on Monday, moved the 
second reading of the London Police-Office Bill. He stated, that it 
was a consolidation of former acts. It was intended to abolish the 
Whitechapel Office, to take one Magistrate from each office, and to givé 
the power of conviction toa single Magistrate. Mr. Hawes said, he 
would not object to the second reading of the bill, if Mr. Lamb would 
consent to a Committee to inquire into the whole of the Police system. 
Mr. Lams said, he would not object to such a Committee; and the 
bill was read a second time. 


2). Brrr Suors. The Marquis or Cuanpos moved, on Thurs+ 
day, for a Select Committee to inquire into the state and management 
of beer-houses ; which, after some remarks from Lord Auruorp, Mr. 
Hume, Mr. Barinc, Mr. Warzurron, and Colonel Woop, was ap- 
pointed. 
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22. Sramp Returns. Mr. Coxsett, on Tuesday, moved for certain 
returns relative to the salaries and emoluments of the Commissioners, 
Solicitors, and other officers in the Stamp departments. Lord ALTHORP. 
objected to the motion, on account of the great.expense it would occa- 
sion ; and it was accgrdingly negatived. 


93. Payment or Denrs Bitt. This bill, which renders real 
estate liable to the payment of simple contract debts, was read a second 
time last night, on the motion of Mr. J. Romitty. 


24. GAME-LAW Bint. Mr. Lennarp, on Wednesday, moved the 
second reading of this bill. Mr. Fysne Paumer objected to legislating 
again on the subject, till the bill of 183] had had a fair trial. Mr. 
Horatio Ross moved that the bill be read a second time that day six 
months. Mr. Lams opposed the bill. The House divided: for the 
amendment, 43; for the second reading, 29; majority against the 


bill, 14. 


25. Maryitesone Evrecrion. Sir Rosertr Ines, on Tuesday, 
moved that the time for entering into recognizances on the Marylebone 
election petition be enlarged to the 22d April. ‘The recognizances had 
not been entered into by the petitioners, Abraham Wilkinson and John 
Kates, owing to the neglect of the ageyt. The Speaker said, the 
petitioners must be called to the bar to verify their statement. Mr. 
Hume and Mr. O’Cowne ce said, there was no ground for calling them 
to the bar. The failure to enter into the recognizances was owing to 
the gross neglect of the petitieners,and there was no ground for the in- 
dulgence asked for. ‘The House divided: for extending the term, 22 ; 
against it, 61; majority, 40. ‘The election of Sir S. Whalley therefore 
stands unchallenged. 


26. Carrickrrreus Exrrctiox. Mr. O'Connett, on Monday, 
brought up the report of the Carrickfergus Election Committee. 

It stated, that Conwsy ichard Dobbs, was not duly elected, that the late 
election for the town «i Carrickfergus was void, and that neither the petition 
nor the opposition thereto was frivolous or vexatious. The Committee had 
come to a resolution that there had been most gross and scandalous bribery and 
treating ou both sides at the late election, and although it did not appear that 
Mr. Dobbs personally took a part in corrupt practices, yet his return had been 
procured by means of them through his friends and agents ; that a large pro- 
portion of the constituency had been influenced in their votes by bribery ; that 
corrupt practices had prevailed, not only on the occasion of the late election, 
but at former elections; and, lastly, that great expense had been occasioned by 
delay in the production of certain documents required in the progress of the case. 

The report having been brought up, Mr. O’Connell moved that the 
evidence be printed, and that the writ be suspended till the 15th May, 
as the Committee were unanimously of opinion that a case had been 
made out for altering the constituency of the town, if not for wholly 
disfranchising it. 

27. LonponperRry Exrcrion. Mr. Warsurton, on Monday, 
brought up the report of the Londonderry Election Committee ; which 
was ordered to be printed. 

The report declared the sitting member Sir R. A. Ferguson to be duly electeu, 
the petition against his return to be frivolous and vexatious, and that an exten- 
sive system of treating, accompanied by other corrupt practices, had been car- 
ried on previously to and during the late election by the Independent Club, con- 
sisting of men all opposed to the sitting member, who was not implicated in 
those practices. ‘The Committee also reprobated the conduct of Mr. George 
Hill, the Mayor, and returning- officer, for not verifying the poll-buoks on cath, 
nor certifying that they had not been altered in any way. 

28. Brinery anp Corrurtion. Lerd Joun Russe, on Tuesday, 
obtained leave to bring in a bill to provide for the trial of petitions 
complaining of bribery and corraption in cities and boroughs sending 
members to Parliament. 

29. Mr. Hatcoms’s Quattirication. Mr. Hatcoms applied, last 
night, to have the time extended for giving in the particulars of his 
qualification by a single day. Mr. Wynn moved that the consideration 
of the question be adjourned to Monday ; which was negatived, by a 
majority of 54 to 46. Mr. Wywsn afterwards said, he was favourable 
to the extension of time asked for by Mr. Haleomb. Mr. Murray 
and Mr. G. Lams were opposed to it. The SpEAKER said, that‘ the 
Committee on the petition against Mr. Halcomb’s return would decide 
on the question of qualification or no qualification ; and the petitioners 
might appeal to the House against the infraction of the Standing Order, 
if they felt themselves aggrieved by it. The House then rejected 
Mr. Halcomb’s request, by a majority of 54 to 36. 





Ehe Court. 

Tue King and Queenarrived at St. James’s Palace, from Windsor, on 
Tuesday afternoon. In the evening, his Majesty gave a grand dinner 
tothe Knights Grand Crosses of the order of the Bath; who were all 
in court dresses and wore the collar and star of the order. The Dukes 
of Cumberland, Gloucester, Wellington, Gordon, the Earl of Rosslyn, 
and Lords Lynedoch and Beresford, Sir John Doyle, Sir George 
Murray, and Sir E. Codrington, were among the Knights at dinner. 

On Wednesday, the King held a Levee. It was attended by the 
Foreign Ambassadors and Ministers of State; and among the com- 
pany, were the Duke of Wellington, the Earl of Shrewsbury, Lord 
Wynford, Sir Matthew Tierney, Archdeacon Butler, and Sir Harris 
Nicolas. 

The Queen held her third Drawing-room for the season on Thurs- 
day. Her Majesty was attended by the Earl of Denbigh, the Earl of 
Errol, Mr. Ashley, the Dutchess of Leeds, the Marchioness of 
Wellesley, and Lady Mayo. Among the company, were the Dutchess 
of Gordon, the Marquis Camden, the Countesses of Albemarle, Rose- 
berry, Howe, and Lichfield. The presentations were numerous. Their 
Majesties had a select party to dinner in the evening, and afterwards 
the Queen hada concert of vocal and instrumental music. 

The Mietropalis. 

A public meeting was held at the Guildhall on Wednesday, to peti- 
‘tion Parliament to introduce Poor-laws into Ireland. The Lord 
Mayor presided. Alderman Word, Mr. Grote, Sir John Key, and 
many other gentlemen, were on the platform. 

The Lord Mayor said, that he highly approved the object of the 


meeting. He had expressed himself in favour of Poor-laws some time 








since in a conversation which he held with Dr. Chalmers, The Doctor 
had said that the benevolent would always support the poor; but when 
he asked him, how the misers were to oe made to pay their share, the 
Doetor was posed. He trusted that Poor-laws would be introduced, 
and the military withdrawn from Ireland. al 

Mr. Rosson proposed the first resolution. He said that Dr. Chal: 
mers and Malthus had been refuted by Mr. Sadler; and, as for Miss 
Martineau, who had a six-hours’ interview with the Lord Chancellor, 
to satisfy him that population must ‘be checked, &c. he would give her 
the same advice that the Vicar of Wakefield gave his daughter,—to go 
and help her mother to make pies. He concluded by moving, 

‘¢ That it is the opinion of this meeting, that the Legislature is imperatively 
called upon by the actual state of the destitute poor, and of the labouring classes 
in Ireland, to devise some means whereby relief may be afforded to them.” 

Mr. Stevens seconded the resolution. 

Mr. Elliot moved an amendment, to the effect that it is inexpedient 
to introduce Poor-laws into Ireland, when the Irish themselves do not 
petition for them, and while our own system is undergoing revision. 

Dr. Mitchell seconded the amendment. 

Mr. Atkinson (the author of Jreland in the Ninetcenth. Century) 
favoured the meeting with a speech. He approved of Poer-laws.. 

Mr. Shoobridge opposed the amendment; which was put and. nega- 
tived—the hand of the proposer being alone held up for it. 

Mr. D. Wise moved a resolution, to the effect that the immigration 
of Irish labourers into this country was the cause of great distress, 
and that the evil was occasioned by the existence of Poor-laws in 
England, while there was no such provision for the poor in Ireland. 

Mr. Saull seconded this resolution; which was carried unanimously. 

Mr. Alderman Word expressed himself favourable to the intro- 
duction of Poor-laws into Ireland; and stated that Mr. Lyall was also. 

Mr. Grote and Sir John Key spoke to the like effect, and promised 
to support the petition of the meeting. 

The petition was then agreed to; and Alderman Word and his 
colleagues were requested to present it. 

The following resolution was then proposed by Mr. Knapp, seconded 
by Mr. Swaine, and carried. 

*‘ That the citizens of London, in Common Hall assembled, feel themselves 
called upon to express their unqualified ‘approbation of the Parliamentary con- 
duct of their representatives, Mr. Alderman Wood, and Mr. Grote; and espe- 
cially thank them for their manly and patriotic opposition to that uncalled-for 
and despotic measure denominated the Irish Coercion Bill, by which the con- 
stitutional rights and liberties of their brethren the people of Ireland have been. 
destroyed.” 

Thanks were then voted to the Lord Mayor, and the meeting ad- 
journed. 


Some disorder, which, for the want of a more definite appellation, 
has been called an Influenza, is extremely prevalent in London at pre- 
sent. The Medical Gazette thus describes the symptoms, we believe 
correctly enough. 

‘* It usually commences suddenly with head-ache, and feelings of general dis- 
comfort ; attended or soon followed by cough, hoarseness, or loss of . voice—op- 
pression, and sometimes severe pain the chesf—tenderness about the ribs, and 
the sense of having been bruised about the limbs and muscles. For twenty-four 
or forty-cight hours, the constitutional disturbance is sometimes very great, with 
considerable anxicty, and turbulence of the circulation ; but after this time, the 
urgency of the symptoms abates; leaving, however, in some cases, extreme: 
languor which ouly slowly subsides.” 

Among-the more distinguished sufferers from this malady, Lord Al- 
thorp, Sir James Graham, Mr. Hume, Mr. O'Connell, and Mr. Cob- 
bett, have been enumerated. From ninety to a hundred persons con- 
nected with the Bank of England have been reported absent from the 
same cause. At the Government Offices, at the Docks, and Custom- 
house, half the bands have been laid up; a considerable number of 
Policemen—no fewer than thirty from the E division alone were put 
hors de combat—and we believe that few families in London or the 
neighbourhood have entirely escaped its attacks. | Even the course of 
Justice at the Old Bailey was suspended on Wednesday, the Recorder 
and Sergeant Arabin being sick; and the Common Sergeant, instead. 
of the Recorder, was obliged to present the list of condemned male-. 
factors to the King. The singers, actors, and dancers, at the different 
Theatres have suffered severely; and on Tuesday night, the Italian. 
Opera, Covent Garden, Drury Lane, and Miss Kelly's Strand Theatre: 
were all closed, for the want of the performers, who were sick in bed. 
At the King’s ‘Theatre on Saturday last, the public were informed, 
on entering, that De Meric, Sontag, ‘Taglioni, the two Elslers, and 
several others, were too ill to perform. ‘Fhe performances were 
changed to suit this state of things behind the curtain; and in the. 
course of the evening Laporte was summoned to give some account of 
his missing troops. His speech on the occasion was very much to the. 
purpose ; and was itself a treat to those who heard it delivered— 

“ Ladies and Gentlemen—I am very sorry to have in any way incurred your dis 
pleasure ; and did 1 know how to obviate it, nothing could make me happier. I have 
come forward at your call, and am now ready to answer whatever questions you may: 
think proper to put tome. [‘* Where is Mademoiselle Taglioni?"] Iam much pained 
to say, that she is at this moment ill in bed, and therefore cannot dance: I wish it was 
in my power to cure her, [ Where is Madame de Meric?” I assure you that she is so 
ill, that it is utterly impossible for her, with all her willingness, to appear before you. 
(“ Whereis Rubini?”] Siguor Rubini is quite ready to sing when the opera of Fidelio 
is concluded; but the opera of J/ Pivata could not be represented without a prima 
donna ; and, as I have already stated, Madame de Meric is extremely ill. What 1 have 
been able to do I have done, and I am always the greatest loser in a case of this sort. 
Seven disappointments have occurred this evening, in corisequence of the prevalent 
disorder; and | may add, that this morning, at Covent Garden, no less than twenty- 
four apologies were received from different performers, I undertake that every shilling: 
I have received at the doors shall be returned ; and I now wait your pleasure to ascer- 
tain in what way you wieh us to proceed.” 

The Haymarket Theatre is closed, and will not reopen till Wednes- 
day, partly on account of the influenza, and partly because of the beg- 
garly state of the benches. 





The Bank of England issued a notice on Saturday, that they had 
made arrangements with the Lords of the Treasury for circulating Ex- 
chequer Bills, pursuant to an act now in force, to the end of April 
1834: thus showing, notwithstanding the pending negociations for the 
renewal of the Charter, that the Directors will have the conduct of the 
issues of these securities for another year. 


The sixteenth anniversary of the Caledonian Asylum was held on 
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Thursday, at the Freemason’s Tavern. The Earl of Ormelie was in 
thechair. Additions to the fund amounting to between 800/. and 900i. 
were announced, 

At a meeting of the Middlesex Magistrates on Thursday, Mr. Rotch 
was elected Chairman of the Sessions. The numbers were announced 
to be—for Mr. Rotch, 45; for Mr. Jessop, 4; for Mr. Halcomb, 0. 
-Mr. Swabey had previously withdrawn from the contest. 

Dr. Burton has been elected afternoon lecturer of St. Andrew’s, 
Holborn. 

A cargo of females left the depét in Warwick Square on Saturday, 
‘and embarked in the Magnet steam «packet, for Van Diemen’s Land. 

Mr. D. Pollock, Mr. Courtenay, Mr. Blackburn, and- Mr. Maule, 
sere called within the bar of the Court of Chancery on Monday, as 
King’s council, 


_ Noah Pease Folgar, the American Captain, who shot at Mr. William 
Mellish on the 18th February last, was tried on Monday at the Old 
Bailey Sessions, and acquitted, on the ground of insanity. He is or- 
dered to be imprisoned till his Majesty’s pleasure is known. 

William Guest junior, was indicted on Monday, at the Old Bailey, 
for receiving a 100/. Bank of England note, a 20/. note, and four other 
notes of 5/. each, the property of T. Holmes, Esq., well knowing them 
to have been stolen. The prisoner’s father was sentenced in February 
last, to fourteen years’ transportation for thé same offence. Thomas 
Kennedy, now a Corporal in the East India Company’s service, deposed 
to having picked Mr. Holmes’s pocket on the 5th of July 1832, of the 
notes in question. He was in company with two thieves, named Gim- 
bey and Smith; and they took the notes to the prisoner’s house, in 
Eagle Street, Red Lion Square. The prisoner accompanied them to 
“old Mr. Guest,” in Belvedere Row, near the Coburg Theatre; and 
he gave them 901. for the notes. The witness, Kennedy, had been par- 
doned since his evidence at old Guest’s trial. Evidence was given to 
corroborate Kennedy’s statement, and the prisoner was found guilty. 

On Tuesday, Richard Coster, and Edmund Smith, the former well 
known in the City as being concerned in fraudulent bill transactions, 
were found guilty of uttering forged Bank of England notes. 

On Wednesday, J. W. Peppers, a native of Holland, was found 
guilty of forging a cheque on Williams and Co., the bankers, for 501. 

On Thursday, George Byers, charged with uttering a check for 1501. 
knowing it to be forged, was found guilty; and sentenced to be trans- 
ported for life. 

George Williams and James Rogers were tried at the New Court, 
Old Bailey, on Wednesday, for attempting to murder Mrs. Elizabeth 
Lower, on the 22d February last. Erom the loose and prevaricating 
manner in which Mrs. Lower gave her evidence,-—and it having tran- 
~spired that she was the wife of another man, though she at first had 
sworn that she was the wife of Lower,—the Jury refused to believe 
her in any thing, and acquitted the prisoners. 

On the same day, John Parker was found guilty of knowingly utter- 
‘ing two forged Bank of England notes. From the evidence it ap- 
peared, that he went to two tradesmen—one a tea-dealer, the other a 
-wine-merchant—and bought articles in their respective trades to the 
amount of about thirty shillings, for which he tendered the forged notes 
in question, and received the change, upwards of 71. 

George Coney, an old offender, who was found guilty of burglary 
and robbery at the Old Bailey Sessions in February, is to be hanged 
on Tuesday. The other convicts have been respited. 

Captain Bayntun, the Member for York, attended at Bow Street on 
Monday, to answer a charge brought against him by Mr. Mullett, of 
‘No. 374, Strand, of having illegally pawned a looking-glass which he 
had hired of Mr. Mullett. It was stated, that in March 1832, Captain 
Bayntun had hired a considerable quantity of furniture from Mr. 
Mullett, for his lodgings in Regent Street. The furniture was hired 
for six months ; at the end of which time, it was to be returned with 
twenty, pounds for the use of it. Mr. Mullett had great difficulty, how- 
ever, in procuring restitution of the furniture ; and at last recognized 
his looking-glass at a pawnbroker’s shop in High Street, Marylebone, 
where it’had been lying in pawn since July last, in the name of Chous- 
field. In consequence of the absence of the pawnbroker, the further 
hearing of the case was postponed to a future day. Mr. Humphreys, 
who attended Captain Bayntun to the office, declared that he had incon- 
trovertible evidence to clear Captain Bayntun’s character from every 
suspicion of impropriety. 

The charges against the officers of the Union Hall Office, for ex- 
torting money from publicans, by threatening to lay informations against 
them, are still continued. On Wednesday, Mr. Wardle the proprietor 
of the Equestrian Coffeehouse, near the Surry Theatre, brought seve- 
ral charges against the chief constable Hall, and three officers named 
Skillern, Gill, and Johns. The investigation was postponcd, after a 
long sitting. ‘Two of the Marlborough Street Officers have been dis- 
missed, for extorting money from a Mr. Jessop, a tradesman in Princes 
Street, under fraudulent pretences. 

Louisa Jacobs was committed to gaol on Monday, for robbing her 
father of 26s. She was induced to commit the robbery by a man named 
Castles, who had seduced her, and who was also committed. 


Two men named Searle and Hardy were indicted, on Tuesday, at 
the Surry Sessions, for assaulting a Police constable named Edwards, 
in the performance of his duty. Mr. Dunbar, a barrister, addressed 
the Jury, with great warmth, for the defendants. He abused the 
Policemen in unmeasured terms; and was repeatedly interrupted by 
Mr. Hedger the Chairman. During one of these interruptions, the 
Clerk of the Arraigns asked the Jury for their verdict; which was 
returned—‘ Not guilty.” The Chairman refused to receive the ver- 
dict; and said the Jury were led away by Mr. Dunbar’s flaming and 
scurrilous language. A good deal of abuse and altercation ensued 
between the Chairman and Mr. Dunbar. The Jury were desired to 
reconsider their verdict ; and again acquitted the prisoners. _The Chair- 
man then said—‘ Well, we will have another Jury.” Mr. Dunbar 
thanked the Jury for their verdict. [This scene did not take place in 
a Kentuckian, but in an English court of justice. The American 
savages would not have been guilty of such a disregard of all decency. ] 
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_ The Grand Jury at the Surry Sessions, on Tuesday last, wished to 
lispect the interior of the county gaol, but were refused admission into 
the prisoners’ cells, by the turnkey, who said the Grand Jury were 
never admitted to inspect them. Mr. Hedger, the Chairman, said, 
they had seen as much as their predecessors, and ke would not give 
them an order to see more. A juror remarked, that he hoped his re- 
fusal would be reported to the public; to which the Chairman replied 
—‘‘ It may with all our hearts.” [This is the same Mr. Hedger who 
figured in the squabble with Mr. Dunbar. A pretty specimen of a 
magistrate he appears to be. ] 





Mr. Ballantine, the Thames Street Police Magistrate, has been 
seriously ill, in consequence of an accident which he met with last 
week. He was riding on horseback in Leadenhall Street, when a 
Stratford stage-coach drove furiously against him: the pole of the 
coach entered the hind-quarters of the horse, and Mr. Ballantine was 
thrown off with his head against the curb-stone. The driver is known, 
and will be brought to justice. 

As the Waterloo omnibus was proceeding along Oxford Street, on 
Monday night, it was met by the Paddington and Charing Cross om- 
nibus, the pole of which entered the chest of the Waterloo’s near 
wheel-horse, and killed it on the spot. Both the drivers were thrown 
from their seats by the collision; and Butler, the driver of the Padding- 
ton omnibus, had his arm broken, besides other injuries. 

A girl of fifteen threw herself out of a window in Marylebone Lane, 
the other day, and broke her leg,—because her parents refused to let 
her marry a young man with whom she was in love, 

An inquest was held on Tuesday afternoon, at the Christchurch 
Workhouse, Blackfriars Road, on the body of a young woman which 
had been picked out of the Thames, and bore marks of violent usage. 
Mr. Peter Wood, an eatinghouse-keeper in Bermondsey New Road, 
recognized the body as that of Eliza Baker, who had lived as a servant 
in his house, and to whom he had evinced so much regard that his wife 
had dismissed her through jealousy. He had supported her since by 
secret allowances. Wood kissed the dead body, and cut off a lock of 
the hair. The mother and relations, and other friends of the girl, also 
recognized the body: and the mother charged Wood with having se- 
duced her daughter, which had driven her to commit suicide. The 
Jury were of opinion that the case looked very mysterious against 
Wood. The girl had been wounded on the forehead and thighs. Wood 
was in extreme distress; when one of Whitbread’s draymen entered 
the room, and said that he had seen Eliza Baker that day in the streets, 
and that she was quite well! The story was treated as an idle inven- 
tion ora dream. Presently afterwards, however, he brought the real 
Eliza Baker tothe office. She was a fine-looking young woman, in 
full health. Wood fell into fits ; and when he recovered, walked away 
with her, leaving his wife behind with the dead body; upon which the 
Jury returned a verdict of “ found drowned.” The likeness between 
it and the real living Eliza Baker was allowed to be remarkable. 





Che Country. 
The election for Coventry terminated, on Saturday, in the return of 
Mr. Ellice. The numbers at the close of the pell were— 


Boe Mire NOG) sivas sctesiedes ds secececssssnesdee 1,509 
Mies s TRORGRD : opicinnsh oceeuwexsdisesbacsacscsss 1,206 
Mir. F. COMRHE sesispiesesiiswvessereeianee 89 

Majority for Mr. Ellice............ 303 





The Conservatives, aided by Corporation influence, and a junction with 
a portion of the Cobbett party, made a desperate struggle to return Mr. 
Thomas; but were completely beaten on the first day, and continued 
the contest from a wish merely to create expense and trouble to the 
Reformers and friends of Mr. Ellice. After the poll was closed, Mr. 
Ellice addressed the crowd from the Craven Arms. He assured them 
that they had contended with Corporation influence for the last time ; 
for the time was arrived when Corporations would be deprived of the 
power of converting public and charitable funds to electionecring and 
party purposes. He said it would be his constant endeavour to act, 
both as their representative and as a servant of the Crown, on the prim 
ciples which had so long united them; and that when he found the 
duties of one situation incompatible with those of the other, he should 
have no hesitation in resigning his place, that he might continue their 
independent and true representative. 

Mr. Joseph Parkes congratulated the electors on the result of the 
contest. It proved that on the great subject of Reform there was no re- 
action in the public mind; although a division of opinion between the 
Administration and the more decided Reformers had in some instances 
permitted thé triumph of the common enemy. He knew Mr. Ellice to 
be independent of the emoluments of office, and he firmly believed him 
to have the good of the people at heart. He trusted Mr. Ellice would 
assure the Government of the absolute necessity of acting upon energetic 
and decided principles, and of the concession of those reasonable and 
necessary reforms which could no longer be delayed without risk to the 
whole fabric of British society. 

Mr. Thomas also addressed the electors. He asked how it was pos- 
sible that Mr. Ellice could be an independent member, when every one 
knew that ona Government measure being brought forward, every 
member of that Government must give it his support, or go out? He 
wished them to bear in mind, that Mr. Ellice had declared that if he 
supported measures which were not in accordance with the professions 
and principles he had always avowed, he would, if called upon, resign 
the trust reposed in him. Mark that; and if his votes should differ 
from those principles, on which alone he solicits your suffrages, require 
his resignation. He declared at the last election he was the advocate 


of probibition: let them see what his votes would be when he became 
a member of a Free ‘Trade Administration. ; 

Mr. John Cobbett was taken ill at Brickhill, on his journey from 
town to Coventry. He did not appear on the hustings in consequence ; 
and his friends divided their support between the two other candidates. 

Mr. Stanley was reelected for the Northern division of Lancashire, 
on Friday the 12th, without opposition. He was proposed by Mr. 
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Towneley of Towneley, and seconded by Mr. Towneley of Townhead. 
In his speech to the electors, he talked with some confidence of the 
prospect of a settlement of the great West India question, on just 
terms. 

A public dinner was given on Friday the 12th, at St. Andrew’s Hall, 
Norwich, to Mr. Ceke, late member for Norfolk. Nearly five hundred 
gentlemen attended. The Duke of Sussex was in the chair; and 
among the company were the Duke of Norfolk, the Earl of Albe- 
marle, Lord Lynedock, Archdeacon Bathurst, Mr. H. S. Jerningham, 
Mr. Edward Harbord, Sir W. Folkes, Sir W. Procter, Major Kep- 

el, and Colonel Anson. Lord Suffield was prevented from attending 
y the illness of Lady Suffield, and Lord Western by hisown. At the 
upper end of the hall, a gallery was erected for the ladies of the county 
and city. Lady Ann Coke and her children occupied the centre. The 
Duke of Sussex, in proposing Mr. Coke’s health, highly eulogized his 
public and private character. As a politician, Mr. Coke had been a 
firm and consistent friend of freedom from 1775, when he opposed the 
American War, down to the passing of the Reform Bill. He alluded 
to Mr. Coke’s improvements at Holkham, and the stimulus he had 
given to agriculture; and recommended him as a pattern to all country 
gentlemen and landlords. The Duke concluded by wishing him en- 
joyment in that domestic life to which he had retired, blessed as he was 
as a husband and a father, honoured as a patriot, and enjoying the good 
feelings and wishes of every honest heart. Mr. Coke returned thanks 
in a speech of some length, in which he entered in to several details re- 
specting his political career, and agricultural pursuits. In the course 
of the evening, the health “of Lady Anne Coke and the children of 
Holkham ” was given. Lady Anne stood up andcurtsied. Mr. Coke 
said, that Lady Anne possessed much greater powers to thank the meet- 
ing for the honour done to her than he could pretend to: in speaking 
of ‘that blessed woman,” no one knew her who would not concur in 
every expression of praise that he could utter. They had been married 
_ten years, and so happily had they lived, that they might safely lay 
claim to the flitch of bacon—not having had a single quarrel. 
political toasts were drunk ; including ‘‘ the Memory of Mr. Fox,” and 
‘‘his Majesty’s Ministers.” The meeting broke up about half-past 
eleven. 





SCOTLAND. 

The financial embarrassments of the city of Edinburgh, to which we 
alluded some time ago, have at last come to a crisis, which scarcely ad- 
mitted of an alteznative between downright bankruptcy and an appli- 
cation to Parliament. The latter course has been preferred. At 
an extraordinary meeting of the Town Council on Saturday last, 
it was unanimously resolved to apply immediately for the appointment 
of a Parliamentary Commission for the management of the finances 
and debts of the city. It is proposed that the future ordinary receipt 
and expenditure should be under the management of the Council. A 
preliminary Meeting took place at the Lord Provost’s house, and was 
attended by Lord Melville, Sir James Gibson Craig, Sir John Dal- 
rymple, M.P. for the county, end other influential persons; when this 
plan met with general approbation. 


The Dundee Advertiser gives an interesting account of the reception 
of Sir Henry Parnell at Dundee, and of the great electoral meeting 
at which the resolution in his favour, recorded in our last paper, was 
carried by acclamation. A party of the citizens, headed by the Chief 
Magistrate, crossed the Tay (about two miles broad at that point) to 
meet him on his approach through Fife. With this guard of honour 
he was ferried to Dundee, and escorted to the Town-hall; where the 
freedom of the borough was conferred upon him by the Magistrates 
and Council. This was on Saturday the 6th: on Monday the 8th, 
the electors were invited to assemble in the largest church of the town, 
to hear Sir Henry exp!ain his political sentiments. The church was 
crowded by electors and non-electors, amounting to three thousand and 
upwards. Provost Lindsay opened the proceedings, and then Sir 
Henry Parnell spoke. His speech was comprehensive, straizhtforward, 
unaffected : all the circumstances considered, and especially the pos:- 
tion which Sir Henry is about to occupy, it is one of the most impor- 
tent manifestoes that has lately proceeded from eny public man. On 
this account, we transfer a considerable portion of it to our columns, 
as possessing not a provincial but a national interest. 

“TI think it is quite manifest, that, the more we investigate the subject, the more we 
will see that the best way of promoting the industry aud wealth of the country is to 
afford the most perfect freedom in the employment of capital and labour.. Politica! 
economy has for iis chief object the interest and welfare of the working classes; and 
it is by following up its principles that the interests of these classes are best promoted, 
It is by allowing the owners of canital the most perfect freedom in its exercise, thet 
we effectually promote the acquisition of wealth, and the aequis‘iion of wealth enables 
the capitalist to give employment and remuneration for labour. On the subject of Fi- 
nance, I may say that | have doae all in my power to keepdown expenditure. During 
the war, there was no question regarding expenditure in which I did not vote for keep- 
ing it below what was proposed by Ministers. I conceive that, during the whole pericd 
of the war, the expenditure of the country was much more than was necessary, I can 
refer to the proceedings of Parlianent to show, that, when Mr. Hume began his cele- 
brated atiacks on the Esiimates, I wes one of his constant ronpoters, though there 
were few who went along with him at the time. I can refer furcher, to my own publi- 
cation on Financial Reform; and I {cel I can refer with confidence to it, as containing 
the best proof of the accuracy of the piinciples I have espoused ; and, from the facts 
and illusirations it conia‘ns, I think there cen be no doubt in the mind of any one that 
I have been, and am still, an advocate for the retrenchment of the burdens which press 
on the people of this couniry. With regard to another subject of great interest, namely, 
the Cora-laws, it will be seen, by reference to the same publication, that I am decidedly 
opposed to them, I have always regretied that an a:iicle of primary necessity should 
be augmented in price by the operation of such laws. I think the present rates should 
be changed ; and, in place of them as a commencement, a moderate fixed duty should 
be levied ; keeping, at ihe same time, in view the abandoning of any ducy in a short 
time altogether. As regards ihe Taxacion of the country, I will say that a number of 
the public taxes should be got rid of,—some of them being injurious io indusiry and the 
extens‘on of education and knowledge ; and others aciing partially on diilerent classes, 
Such should be got rid of, and a subsiitute found for them that can be more equally 
applied. I donot imagine that it is necessary io go io the same extent as Mr. Robir- 
son proposed in his laie motion as to a Properiy-tax. Insiead of eighteen or twenty 
millons of taxes being required to be raised trom a Property-tax if the general expen- 
diture of the country were reduced, siv or eight millions ai most would be suilicient. 
I am of opinion that a tav upon property, to such an evieni, is preferabie to deriving it 
from other sources, The quesiion of Sepiennial Pailiamen‘s must not be overlooked 
in addressing so numerous an assembly; «nd I beg to say, that I witl yoie for a repeal 
of the act which extends the duration of Parliaments to seven years. Another great 
question is that which refers to the Ballot. I have read a — deal on the subject, 
.and my impression is, that the argumenis in favour of the Ballot preponderate, I hap- 
pened to be in France in 1827, when a contested general election took place; and the 

reat point at issue was, whether the Minister should be able to pack the Chamber o. 

puties, or whether the electors should exercise their own opinions in the matter; and 
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my impression was, that if the Ballot had not existed, the Minister would-have suc- 
ceeded ; and, had he succeeded, Charles might still have retained his throne, and every 

rk of civil and religious liberty would have been extinguished. I eome now to ano- 
ther subject with which I am personally connected, and it is to explain how it happens 
that, after having for twenty-seven years occupied a seat in Parliament, IT should, at 
the present moment, be deprived of one. I can safely say that my want of success ia 
the representation of my native county, did not arise from any single complaint 
which my constitueuts had against me for what I had done. I uniformly opposed every 
measure that was hostile to their sentiments ; and had I pledged myself to vote for a 
repeal of the Union, my election was certain. This was a pledge, however, which I 
could not conscientiously give, as I hold the opinion that a repeal of the Union would 
be attended with injury to the three parts of the United Kingdom. With regard to 
the measures of the presen! Government, perticularly the late measure in regard to Tre- 
land, I am able to offer you an opinion,—for, although not in Parliament, | happencd 
to be Chairman of a Committee that sat for two or three months on the affairs of Ire- 
land in the last session, After the most careful investigation, the Committee drew up 
a report, in which they proposed a series of measures which appeared to them calcu- 
lated to pacify Ireland, I had a considerable share in drawing up the report; and am 
convinced, that, had the suggestions it contained been acted on, the coercive measure pro- 
posed and carried, would not have been necessary. I consider that the disturbances in Tre- 
land might have been put down by a more active administration of the common law, without 
having recourse to military law. Had I been in Parliament, I’ would have advised the 
House to adopt the suggestions contained in the report, in preference to the measures 
proposed by Government. I think it right to state, that, in my opinion, there has been 
a most unfortunate mismanagement of the affairs of Ireland. I think that, had the 
present Ministers done what they had the power of doing,—namely, to have employed 
Mr, O'Connell in a situation in regard to Totlandsfer which his influence and talents as @ 
lawyer so eminently qualified him,—a great deal of the present disturbances would have 
been avoided. The collection of tithes has been the chief cause of all the disturbances ; 
and particularly the measure of last session, which autherized the collection of arrears, 
has produced vast irritation; and, until Government really set to work in earnest, and 
put an end to the tithe system, I cannot see how the pacification of Ireland can be ac- 
complished. I trust it will soon be attempted; and, instead of a half measure, we will 
go to the root of the evil, It occurs to me, that if the Tithes were abolished, the num- 
ber and income of the Bishops and other dignitaries of|the Church reduced, and a 
suitable provision made for them by means ox a Land-tax, this would go far to settle 
the question satisfactorily. I beg now to say a few words on the recent measures of 
Government. I think some of the measures of Ministers deserve the gratitude of th 
country, The question of Church Reform, in Ireland, is certainly a very valuable 
measure; and so is the inquiry into corporations ; and the suggestions as to the East 
India Company, are calculated todo much good. But, after.giving them credit in this 
way, I feel it right to say that other paris of their procedure have not been to my satis- 
faction. Iwas shocked to see those vacant governorships, which werein reality sinecures, 


Jilled up at the commencement of the session; and that they should have continued the 





practice of giving rewards by a system of sinecures. When I held the office of Secre 

tary at War, it was one of my objects to get rid of the system of filling up useless of- 
fices as a reward for past services. Where -eward was due, I considered it preferable to 
state the claims at once to Parliament, and to take the opinion of the House on the case 
and as to the amount to be given, J think all pensions and rewards of every kind should te 
given in this way,—in every instance Ministers should come before Parliament fair/y, state 
the reasons which ewist, say how much should be given, and let Parliament decide the mat- 
ter. I also consider that Ministers have not bestowed sufficient attention on the subject of 
the Army. The Estimates are now before the House of Commons, and I have been 
much disappointed that the sum asked foris so large. In regard to the Navy, the First 
Lord of the Admiralty, Sir James Graham, is entitled to great credit, not only for re- 
ducing the expenses of the Navy to a great amount, but particularly for having simpli- 
fied the management, by consolidating a great many offices, by which the business is 
managed better and with much less expense. When the House of Commons is called 
on to vote twenty-seven thousand seamen in the sixteenth or seventeenth year of peace, 
it certainly appears much more than “> necessary; in proportion to this number of men, 
ships require to be kept in commission, and other establishments kept up; and, on tho 
whole, there must of course be a much heavier expense than if the number of men were 
less. I cannot see the reason which exists for so great a number of men being required. For- 
merly, when the Navies of France, Holland, and Spain, were considerable, eighteen thou- 
sand men were considered sufficient ; and, although at present the Navies of Russia and 
America are increasing, still the circumstances do not warrant the keeping up of so 
large a navy by ourselves. So far as the Army is concerned, the circumstances of Ireland 
may so far justify the number sought for; but, in many of the departmenis of expendi- 
ture great reductions might be made. When I was Secretary at War, I examined 
minutely every item' of expenditure, with a view of making reductions; and, afier 
having satisfied myself as to the several poinis, I communicated the result (o the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, furnishing at the same time a system of estimates which I 
approved of, Although it appeared at the time that my leaving office was in conse- 
quence of opposing the payment of five millions of the public money to Russia, believing 
the payment to be improper, the true cause of my quitting office was my unwillingness to 
bring forward Estimates suchas the Ministry approved oj, believing them to be improper, and 
such as I could not vote for. Had I consented to bring forward the Estimates without 
reduction, I have no doubt but I would have been still in office. But I have always 
acted on one principle—that of doing what I considered right, witbout deviating to one 
side or another. I could not, when in office, consent to vote for those things which E 
had so long opposed.” 


Sir Henry Parnell’s sentiments on several other leading points were 
ascertained, through the medium of questions put to him by several of 
the electors, and particularly by Mr. Christie, the banker, and Chair- 
man of the Political Union. For example, he declared that he was 
utterly opposed to military flogging, and that he considered the military 
opinions upon which the necessity for it is founded as good for nothing. 
He considered the practice of impressment as unnecessary, and cruel. 
He thought that the Bishops would be much better out of Parliament, 
than in it—that they would discharge their spiritual duties better if 
they were relieved from attending to temporal concerns in the House 
of Lords. As to abolishing Church Establishments altogether, that 
Was a very large question, and he must have time to consider 
his answer to it : but he was of opinion that the Protestant Church of 
Treland was the cause of almost all the evils which had prevailed 
in that country, and he hoped that by proper measures the Catholics 
would soon be relieved from supporting it. With regard to Political 
Unions, although he had never joined any of them, still he would vote 
against any measure to put them down: he thought it best to have 
mediums for the expression of public opinion, and that the Unions 
would do good rather than evil—in quiet times they would not be ne- 
cessary. He would giye the minor boroughs in England a fair trial 
before he adopted any measure for their disfranchisement: some of 
them at the late election had exercised their franchise well, though 
others had been tainted with corruption. He would also try the 10/. 
household franchise fairly; if it failed he would agree to a further ex- 
tension of the suffrage. He adhered to all the opinions he had laid 
down in his book on Financial Reform. This declaration, made in 
answer to a special interrogatory, was satisfactory to the meeting, and 
was received with repeated cheers. 

We suspect that Earl Grey’s Ministry is not very popular in Dundee. 
Bailie Symon, one of the speakers at the meeting, who moved the re- 
solution in favour of Sir Henry Parnell, said— 

« I shall leave it to yourselves to say, whether, reasoning from occurrences since Lord 
Althorp became Chaucellor of the Exchequer, it would not have been more beneficial 
for the country, and more creditable to Lord Althorp, had Sir Henry occupied his 
Lordship’s plxce as Minister of Finance, (Cheers and laughter.) 1 believe Lord 
Althorp is, on the whole, an honest man. (Loud cries of “ No, ne!) He is an honest 
Whig then. (Great laughter.) I mean to claim no nay credit for him as a Minister 
—( Continued laughter)—but shall leave you to judge of him fom his public acts. 
© bth One thing, however, must be gratifying to all, and that is, the removal of 
Mr. Stanley. H's successor, Sir John Hobhouse, has made a modest request,—he just 
asks for three months to ehange the opinion of the whole country! (Laughter and 
criesof “ He is a bad mantoo!”)) He goes amongst them with the abominabie bill in 
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the one hand, and something behind his back in the other hand, which he says will 
please them vastly, but which he carefully conceals, Well may the poor Irish exclaim 
with the Patriarch of old—‘ the voice, indeed, is the voice of Jacob, but the hand is the 
rough hand of Esau.’” (Great once ° 

Mr. Thomas Neish attempted to speak a few words in defence of 
Lord Althorp, but the meeting refused to hear him. Mr. Christie 
said “ that he had entirely lost confidence in the present Ministry, and 
the present Parliament ;” and this declaration met with the hearty ap- 
proval of the meeting. ; ) j 

Sir Henry Parnell seems to have received universal support: Whigs, 
Tories, and Radicals have coalesced to return him. The Tories, more 
especially, profess uncommon satisfaction at his success; which, con- 
sidering the opinions avowed by Sir Henry, is not a little extraordinary. 
But then, they say, he is no Radical. The term ‘ Radical,” however, 
bears a very vague signification; and it is of no consequence what party 
name a man may assume, provided his political creed is as clearly ex- 
posed as that of Sir Henry Parnell. His declarations on almost every 
point of public interest and importance are now before his constituents 
and the public, and by these declarations he of all men will most cer- 
tainly abide. It is because he holds the liberal sentiments which he de- 
veloped in his speech, and was known to possess the talent and moral 
courage to enforce them, that, although a perfect stranger in Dundee, the 
electors of that thriving and important town and district, containing 
nearly 60,000 inhabitants, have called upon him to represent them in 
Parliament. The Chief Magistrate, Provost Lindsay, stated this 
point distinctly in the speech with which the business of the meeting 
was opened. 

“ Sir Henry, in the hearing of many of you [in the Town Hall, when the freedom of 
the borough was presented] stated his sentiments shortly on several of those subjects 
which are at present so interesting to us all; and from every expression which he 
uttered, I am confident that must confirm us in the opinion that, of all men in Great 
Britain, Sir Henry is the fittest to represent this great commercial town in Parliament. 
I do not say this on any vague assertion, or from any indefinite hopes of what he may 
do: I speak from my own conviction (in which I trust you will all agree), when I say, 
that the surest pledge of what he will be, rests on what he has already been. (Great 

heering.) 

- It the Dundee Conservatives choose to consider Sir H. Parnell as 
one of their party, after hearing the opinions which he has avowed, we 
can only say, that the somewhat sudden change which has come over 
them is highly to the credit of their sense and discernment. 

The election took place on Wednesday. As soon as it was over, 
Sir Henry took his departure for the South. 

The two chief townsin Fife, through which he passed on his way 
to Dundee, have also been forward to do honourto Sir Henry Parnell : 
the boroughs both of Cupar and Kirkcaldy have presented him with 
their freedom. 





= 
POSTSCRIPT. 
Satrurpay Nient. 
Lord Attnorp is endeayouring to make terms with Mr. Marruras 
Attwoop. In the last interview which he had with the Currency de- 
putation, he said that he was prepared to yield some of the points on 
which they pressed him, particularly that of making silver a legal ten- 
der. It is also said that he will consent toa reissue of one-pound 
notes, under certain restrictions. It remains to be seen whether the 
Currency party will be satisfied with these concessions. Up to the 
present time, no compromise has been entered into, and Mr. Atrwoop 
vows his determination to persevere in his motion, and beat the Go- 
vernment. What the result will be, is extremely doubtful. Ministers 
have well-founded misgivings on the subject. We know that some 
members who usually afford their independent and hearty support, 
will vote against them on Monday night. 








The probability of Lord PaLMERsTon’s going to India as Governor- 
General, was a topic of conversation at the dinner given by the King 
on Wednesday. 


There was another long palaver to-day on the Dutch and Belgian 
business; at which Prince Tatiryranp, Lord PALMERSTON, 
M. Dever, and M. Vanper Weyer assisted. Of course nothing 
was done. 

The Secretary of the Duke of OrtEans, who has been here for 
some days making arrangements for the reception of the Duke, has left 
town for Paris. The Duke will be here in May. 


Accounts have been received from Oporto at the Portuguese Em- 
bassy, up to the llth instant. Sarrorivs was still at Vigo, and had 
consented not to press his own claims upon the Regency for the pre- 
sent, provided he had money to pay his crews; which, it was expected, 
would be sent to him. 

The Marquis of PatmME tia having been restored to the favour of 
Don PrEpro, was created Duke of Fayat on the young Queen’s 
birthday, which was celebrated at Oporto on the 4th instant. 





A detachment from the Prussian garrison of Coblentz, and another 
from the force stationed at Mayence, have been despatched to Frank- 
fort, on the application of the Magistrates of that city. 

The differences between the Austrian Government and the Hun- 
garian Diet still continue. 

Another proclamation of the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland has been 
issued, prohibiting the meeting of the Trades Union. 

Lord Gambier died yesterday morning, at his house at Iver, near 
Uxbridge. fis age was seventy-seven. 

The gaol ‘and court-house of Tain, in the North of Scotland, was 
burnt down, by accident, on the morning of the 15th instant. Two of the 
prisoners incarcerated for debt, and the wife of one of them, perished 
in the flames and smoke. 





The King has been graciously pleased to appoint Mr. Richard 
Bentley of New Builington Street, his Majesty’s Publisher in Ordinary. 

Mr. Godwin, the author of Caleb Williams, has been honcured, in his 
old age, by an appointment from the Whig Government: they have 
made him—what?—a Yeoman Usher of the Exchequer! with a salary 
of 200/. per annum and an official residence. Well, this is better than 
the Government patronage of Burns, at any rate. 


Captain Polhill gives up Drury Lane Theatre after the close of the 
present season ; having, it is said, lost 25,000. by his speculation. Mr. 
Bunn is to be the new lessee! 





MONEY MARKET. 
Stock Excnaner, Fripay Eventne. 

The gloom which has so long hung over the Money Market was increased by 
the arrival, in the early part of the week, of irtelligence of a fall of nearly 
3 per cent. in the Austrian Funds; and as the speculators here have always 
considered the fluctuations of those securities as very important, Consols for 
Account continued to decline till Wednesday ; when the price was low as 874 ; 
but arise has since taken place to 87$. The closing price to-day is 874 §. 
India Stock has been gradually improving during the week, and is to-day at 
2234 2244. Bank Stock which had been all the week between 191 and 192, 
has risen suddenly this afternoon to 195: some extensive purchases have been 
made in it. Money is still plentiful. Exehequer Bills are 49 50 prem. 

The Foreign Funds have been in a state of comparative inactivity; and 
though all of them have declined during the early part of the week, they have 
nearly recovered their former prices, and close at nearly the same quotations as 
this day week. Brazilian Bonds have been as low as 59, and close at 59 60. 
Portuguese Bonds and Scrip have been nearly stationary ; the intelligence from 
Oporto not being of any decisive character. Spanish Stock, after following, 
though in a much slighter degree, the fluctuations of the Paris Market, closes 
to-day at 183 4. 

SaturpAy, ONE o’Ciocr. 

We have to notice an improvement in the price of Consols of § per cent. ; the 
price now being 87} § for Money, and $733 for the Account. The omission 
of all notice of the rumoured reduction of the sum allowed by Government to 
the Bank for the management of the National Debt, in the speech of the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer on bringing forward the Budget, has caused a consider- 
able improvement in Bank Stock; the price has been as high as 199, and is 
now 198199. India Stock is stationary. In the Foreign Market the business 
is quite unimportant; the prices are generally rather higher than yesterday. 

Saturpay, Four o'Croce. 

Nothing of importance has occurred since the morning. Bank Stock has 
not maintained its price, and closes at 196 197. India Stock is a little lower, 
viz. 223 224. Consols are 87§ for Money, 873 for the Account. This trifling 
improvement in the Market is caused by the closing of some speculations re- 
cently entered into for the fall. The Foreign Market is quite inactive. Prices 
are nearly as in the morning; with the exception of Spanish Stock, which 
closes higher, 194. 

Sper Ct. Consols ... 87$ |Belgian5perCt.... 88 4 |Mexican6 perCts. 36 4 
Ditto for Account... 87} |Brazilian5 per Cts.. 594 % Portuguese6 p.Cts. 50 51 
New 34 perCt. Ann,, 94g 2,Danish 3 per Cents. 72373 Do.RegencySe.5p.C. 5¢ 54 
Bank Stock ........ 196 7/Dutch 24 per Cents, 45} 6,Prussian(1818)5 p.cC. —— 
India Stock for Acct, 223 4\French 3 per Cents. jRuss.C1818)5p.C. 1024 3 
Excheqner Bills .... 49 50)Greek (1825)5 p.Cts. 36 38 Spanish(1$21)5p.C. 19 4 
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EAST INDIA SHIPPING. 

The James Sibbald, Darby, from Calcutta to London, has been totally lost at 
Coringa Bay ; crew aud passengers saved, 

Arrived—At Gravesend, April 16th, Hebe, Currie, from Singapore; and 17th, H.C.S. 
Dunira, Hamilton, from China. Off Portsmouth, 18th, Royal George, Wilson, from 
Bombay. Off Dartmouth, 17th, Kerswell, Haswell, from the Cape. Off Lymington, 
17th, Australia, Lobban, from Singapore. Off Portland, 17th, Alexander, Waugh, from 
Bengal; and Marquis of Hastings, Clarkson, from Bombay. Off Plymouth, 15th, 
Morley, Douglas, from Ceylon. At Liverpool, 13th, Claremont, Brown, from Bombay, 
At Leith, 15th, Drummore, M‘Cullum, from Mauritius, At the Cape, Jan. 26th, John, 
Adair, from Liverpool; Feb. lst, George and Mary, Roberts, from Mauritius; 12th, 
Pacific, Mortimer, from Liverpool ; 13th, Eurphrates, Buckham, from Mauritius ; 15th, 
Patriot, Guild, from London; and Mount Stuart Elphinstone, Elliot, from Madras ; 
Mexican, Carew, from London, and Conch, ——, from Mauritius. At Madras, Alfred, 
Tapley, from London, 

Sailed—From Gravesend, April 13, Bussorah Merchant, Moncrief, for New South 
Wales; 14th, Lady Kennaway, Moncrief, for Bengal; 15th, Atlas, Hustwick, for Van 
Diemen’s Land; and Lady M’Naghten, Faith, for Madras; 17th, Olive Branch, Ster- 
ling, for the Cape; and Cabot, Len, for Batavia; and 18th, Protector, Buttenshaw, for 
Bengal, From Liverpool, 16th, Spartan, Webb, for Bengal. Satrurpay Mornrne. 

Arrived—Off the Wight, Auriga, Chalmers, from Mauritius. At Plymouth, 
H. M.S. Zebra, from Ceylon; Off ditto, Fame, Richardson, from Mauritius, Off 
Cork, Morven, Mitchell, from the Cape. 








EAST INDIA COMPANY. 

A Special General Court of the Proprietors of East India Stock 
was held on Monday, pursuant to adjournment, for the purpose of con- 
sidering the correspondence between Ministers and the Court of Di- 
rectors on the subject of the renewal of the Company’s Charter. 

Mr. Campbell Marjoribanks, the Chairman, having briefly stated the 
object of the meeting, Mr. Weeding said, it was reported that a paper, 
in the nature of a dissent to the Ministerial propositions, had been 
placed in the hands of the Directors; and he thought it ought to be 
read to the Proprietors. The Chairman said there would be no ob- 
jection to reading the paper ; and it was accordingly read by the Clerk. 
It embodied the reasons for the dissent of Mr. Tucker, one of the Di- 
rectors. 

Sir John Malcolm expressed much satisfaction with the contents of 
Mr. Tucker’s minute ; which was entitled to great respect, as it was drawn 
up by an officer who had served the Company many years in India, in 
various financial, fiscal, and political situations. He dwelt at great 
length on the immense extent and population of our Indian empire, 
and upon the risk which the projected change in the management of its 
concerns would certainly create. He did not believe that the trade to 
China could be carried on as advantageously by individuals as by the 
Company. He thought that there ought to be some better security 
for the payment of the annuities than the Indian revenues, which were 
still deficient. There were symptoms of a desire on the part of Go- 
vernment to seize a power which they hardly dared to grasp. The 
Court of Directors had done every thing in their power to advance the 
interests of the Company and the good government of India. He 
concluded by moving resolutions,—to the effect, that the Proprietors 
highly approved of the conduct of the Directors in this business: that 
the Company would: continue to administer the territorial Government 
of India, provided the guarantee fund for the payment of the annuity 
should be extended so as to be equal, with accumulations,'to the dis- 
charge of the principal at the end of forty years, and that the annuity, 
in case of a deficiency in the receipts from India, should be paid out of 
that fund, any sum so taken to be made good by subsequent remittances 
from India: that sufficient powers be reserved by the Company to 
check, by a system of publicity to both Houses of Parliament, any acts 
of the Board of Control which the Directors should deem unconstitu- 
tional: that a sufficient sum be retained out of the commercial assets 
to enable the Company to make provision for outstanding debts, and 











for such officers as may be affected by the proposed arrangements, 
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Sir Charles Forbes protested against these resolutions. 

The great object seemed to be to pay a certain dividend to the Proprietors, 
which was to go out of the pockets o the people of India. But how was this 
to be paid? Was it from the commercial assets of the Company or its 
territorial revenues? Thé commercial assets were, he anuaieh applicable 
to the payment of the dividends; but if there were any surplus of territorial 
revenue, it should be applied to the payment of the Joan contracted on the credit 
of the territorial revenues. In his opinion, the Company ought not to come to 
any compromise on this matter. They should not make themselves partics to 
their own downfall. Let them stand to their rights, and not give up thet which 
fairly belonged to them. The plan proposed was not a link to connect the 
Company with the people of India; on the contrary, it was to drag on the 
people of India for forty years to come. It was as a millstone round their necks, 
whick he was sure they would not submit to. They would ask, and very na- 
turally, why they should be taxed to pay the dividends of the Proprietors. The 
people of England would object, and very justly, to be taxed to carry on the 
government of India. Why, then, should the people of India be taxed to pay 
the dividends of English Proprietors? He did hope, then, that this measure 
would not be forced on the people of India, and that they would not submit to it. 

He thought also the China trade would become a ruinous one in pri- 
vate hands. 

Mr. Molony and Mr. Lowndes opposed the plan of Government: 
Mr. Lowndes said that he had predicted what was now occurring in his 
letter to Sir John Hobhouse. He was the most fortunate man alive, 
for he had predicted every thing that had occurred for thirty years,— 
among other things, the fall of Bonaparte, fifteen years before it 
took place. This was because he had studied human nature, among 
the lowest classes—that was the way to study human nature! 
( Laughter.) 

Dr, Borthwick Gilchrist agreed with much that had fallen from Sir 
John Malcolm. He thought, however, that the interests of the poor 
ought to be consulted ; the high price of tea had driven the poor to the 
gin-shop. He thought that Sir John Malcolm’s resolution ought to 
be carefully considered, and plenty of time allowed the Proprietors for 
that purpose. 

Mr. Randle Jackson said, there was one important question for their 
consideration, which was, whether this sum of 630,000/. a year should 
be paid by the people of India, or whether the Proprietors should stand 
fast and decline the arrangement and wait for some other. The ques- 
tion was, whether, with a capital of 21,000,000/,, they should invest 
18,000,0007. of it for an annuity, and deprive themselves of the power 
of carrying on the trade with China, 

After some further conversation, the debate was adjourned to the 
next day. 

The Proprietors reassembled on Tuesday, and proceeded to the 
further consideration of Sir John Malcolm’s resolutions. 

Sir Harford Jones Brydges said, that the best way to treat the im- 
portant question before the Court was carefully to study the correspond- 
ence between Mr. Grant and the Directors. The situation of the 
Company and the Government was analogous to that between landlord 
and tenant at the expiration of a lease: they should not separate from 
one another unless there was just cause of complaint. This, on the 
part of the Crown, did not exist against the Company. The Com- 
pany had faithfully fulfilled their part of the contract, and had re- 
peatedly been of the greatest service to the Government. He was 
decidedly opposed to Mr. Grant’s proposition, and thought that 
Mr. Tucker’s minute ought to guide the decision of the Court. 

Mr. Mackinnon condemned, in strong terms, the attempt to deprive 
the Company of the China trade; which was most essential to the 
Government of India, as it afforded the means of making remittances at 
the most favourable rate of exchange. He was convinced it was a 
great mistake to suppose, that because, subsequently to the opening of 
the India trade in 1818, the exports had increased, a similar increase 
would result from opening of the China trade. He read a long letter 
from a resident at Macao, and the petition of the Canton merchants 
presented to the House of Commons in 1830, in confirmation of his 
views on this subject. The petition contained many statements with 
reference to the arbitrary conduct and jealous feeling of the Chinese 
Government. 

Mr. Weedon said, that the commerce of the Company at Canton 
amounted to eleven millions of dollars—that of the private merchants 
to thirty millions. These latter had very properly petitioned for sup- 
port from Government, when the Company’s agents at Canton had told 
them that they could not afford them protection, and they must take 
care of themselves. He thought, on the whole, it would be best to 
agree to Sir John Malcolm’s resolutions. The Government evidently 
had made up their mind. It was therefore best to come to some com- 
promise.. He went into a statement to prove that the Company, after 
paying all demands, possessed a surplus of twenty millions to supply an 
interest of 104 per cent. on their Stock. Under these circuinstances, 
ought they to be satisfied with a guarantee fund of only 1,200,000, and 
an annuity chargeable upon India revenues? It was wild to suppose 
that any persons alive to their interest should concur in such a scheme. 

‘General D’ Albiac said, that the tenure upon which we held our In- 
dian empire was extremely delicate. We held it not by force—it was 
absurd to suppose it—but by the faith of the nations in our national 
integrity, and by a strict adherence to our word of promise, expressed 
or implied. He was convinced, that if any new arrangements were 
made, which would lessen the confidence of the natives in the govern- 
ment of the Company, ruin would inevitably follow. 

Mr. Randle Jackson regretted that none of his Majesty’s Ministers 
were present to hear the arguments of the Proprietors. He was certain, 
that were they to hear them, they could not persist in their project. To 
one thing he at least had made up his a gy | should not stir one 
step till their full political power was recognized. Ifthe natives of India 
(who were not the ignorant creatures now that they were in 1784 and 
1794, but had newspapers in their own language) should discover that 
the powers of the Coaepen were diminished, the consequences would 
be most ruinous. The policy of this country should be to conciliate 
the natives: to exact 630,000/. per annum for the payment of the an- 
nuity, was not the way to do it. But suppose they declined these 
ruinous propositions of Government, what would be the result? 

Must they cease to exist as a Company? Not at all. If they only availed 
themselves of the power which they possessed under the statute of William, the 

Third, they might continue their trade with all places—from the Cape of Good 








Hope to the Straits of Magellan.. They need fear no competition from any pri- 
vate individuals. They might carry on the trade with pe advantage. “they 
had ships and men, and could in a few hours raise any additional capital they 
might require. They had, by the act of William, the right to trade in perpe- 
tuity with all the ports, havens, creeks, bays, &c., in Asia, Africa, or America, 
from the Cape of Good Hope to the Straits of Magellan. Let them avail them- 
selves of that power, for which they had now greater advantages than ever. 
What risk did they run? They might divide a greater interest than at present ; 
but even supposing that their dividends were reduced from 10} to 8 or 7 per 
cent. that would be better than risk the whole, as they would by the plan pro- 
posed by Government. 

He concluded by moving the following resolution— 

_ “ That this Court declares its opinion, that to deny tothe Proprietors p2rmission to 
invest their own undoubted property in the public Funds, with a view to securing the 
payment of their dividends, and ultimately of their capital Stock in this country, in 
preferenee to drawing 630,000/. per annum from the revenues of India,—were there even 
a rational hope of realizing so large a sum from a source liable to such contingeucies 
as are stated by the Directors,—is a violation of the first principles of justice, aud such 
as cannot be submitted to without dishonour to the Company, and a desertion of the 
rights on which depends the property of every British subject.” 

Sir H. J. Brydges seconded the resolution. 

On the motion of Captain Gowan, seconded by Dr. Gilchrist, the 
Court adjourned to Thursday. 

On Thursday the debate was resumed. ; 

Captain Gowan was glad the time had arrived when a reform in the 
government of India must take place. It was very properly proposed 
by Government that the China monopoly should cease: the whole 
country demanded its abolition, and it was nonsense to attempt to 
maintain it. He ridiculed the idea of there being any reluctance on 
the part of the Chinese to deal with private traders, or that the repre- 
sentative of the King would not be treated with as much deference as 
the Company’s Committee. He did not like to tell disagreeable truths 
to the Court, but he had been in India, and he could say that in many 
respects the country was badly governed. The Judges and Magistrates 
were too often young and passionate—not to say corrupt. He had 
heard of stripes being inflicted on Zemindars, one of whom could 
not bear the disgrace, and killed himseif on account of it. He 
considered the proposal of Government to pay them 630,000/. per 
annum as a very advantageous offer for the Company. He did 
not see that the Company had an amount of property which 
should justify them in refusing such an equitable proposal. He 
considered the revenues of India as ample security. The expenditure, 
according to the estimate of one who had been their best financier, 
Mr. Holt Mackenzie, might easily be reduced by 730,000/. per annum. 
Rammohun Roy was also of opinion, that, under proper management, 
the Indian revenue might be much improved. He objected to the pro- 
fuse expenditure of the Directors. Their number ought to be reduced to 
ten at the most. . The India House with its establishment cost the 
Comey 40,0002. per annum. Every thing was on an extravagant 
scale. In every part of London he met the messengers of the Com- 
pany carrying game, hams, and carpet-bags. All such things should be 
done away with. He objected to the breakfasts, luncheons, and feast- 
ings of the Directors: why could they not meet, like the Cabinet Mi- 
nisters, for the despatch of business, without eating and drinking ? 

Mr. David Salmons proposed an amendment; which, at the sugges- 
tion of the Chairman, he subsequently withdrew. 

Mr. Twining dwelt at considerable length on the injury which the 
Company, and the country at large, would sustain by the throwing open 
of the China trade. The quantity of tea now consumed was 32,000,000 
of pounds annually—an amount of business not to be carelessly meddled 
with. Much distress would flow from the opening of the trade: 
two thousand men, and upwards, would at once be thrown out of em- 
ploy in the Metropolis. He maintained that the great majority of the 
country were in favour of a renewal of the Charter. 

Mr. Carruthers thought that the Government had acted wisely in 
throwing open the China trade. He did not anticipate from it the 
evil consequences with which they had been threatened. He thought 
that the guarantee for the payment of the annuity was too small. It 
should not be less than two millions and a half. He was perfectly 
satisfied to leave the settlement of the question to the Directors. 

Colonel Leicester Stanhope thought the interest of the people of 
India would be best consulted by allowing the Court of Directors te 
govern them, rather than the Ministry. He approved of the opening 
of the China trade. He recommended that the writerships and other 
patronage of the Company should be annually sold. The produce 
would be 600,000/. per annum—nearly enough to pay their dividends. 
He entered into several details to prove that the trade with India had 
much increased since the restrictions upon it were removed ; and con- 
cluded by proposing a string of resolutions,—to the effect that the 
Court approved of the abolition of the China monopoly; that as their 
assets were more than equal to secure due payment of their dividends, 
they were entitled to receive such compensation from Government as 
would insure their payment under the new arrangement; that the 
annuity of 630,000. was insecure, on account of wars and disturbances 
that might arise in India; and that the Court, reposing full confidence 
in the Directors, left the settlement of the question in their hands. 

Captain Sheppard moved an amendment,—to the effect that part of 
the assets of the Company should be set aside to continue the China 
trade, in common with the public at large. 

Mr. Rigby then moved an adjournment ; which was agreed to. 

On Friday, the Proprietors reassembled. 

Mr. Randle Jackson gave notice of his intention to withdraw his 
amendment, and substitute another, which would press upon Govern- 
ment the claims of the Company for a full indemnity for the loss.of 
their trade, and an ample quarantee for the payment of the dividends. 

Mr. Rigby spoke at great length against the proposals of Govyern- 
ment. He called upon the Court to make a stand, and have no delu- 
sion upon the subject. ‘ 

Mr. Goldsmid opposed the proposal of Government. The people 
would never be parties to. robbing the Company of five millions sterling. 

Mr. Fielder said, the Government proposals ought to be termed 
Algerine proposals: they ought to be rejected at once. 

Mr. Charles Buller, M.P. thought the Company would do well to 
close at once with the offer of Government. He would vote for Sir 
J. Malcolm's resolution. 

On the motion of Mr. Warden, the Court adjourned to Monday. 
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TOPICS OF THE DAY. 


ARGUMENTS AGAINST CHURCH REFORM. 


Tue last Quarterly Review contains a paper on the projected re- 
forms in the English and Irish Church Establishments, written in 
a subdued and dejected strain, very different indeed from the ex- 
asperating style which the Quarterly has usually adopted when 
treating of Ecclesiastical matters, and which has won for it the 
reputation of being one of the main instruments in promoting the 
cause of Dissent. The article to which we allude is headed “the 
Church and the Landlords ;” and is an attempt to persuade the 
Landowners and Aristocracy, that the payment of rent and the 
payment of tithe will have a coequal term of existence,—that they 
have laboured under a gross error in supposing that their rents 
have been collected and their farms let by the exertions of their 
agents,—that it isto the Clergy that their gratitude is due for the 
satisfactory appearance of their bank-book on quarter-day. The 
Reviewer also undertakes to prove, that a decline of real religion 
will be consequent upon the downfal of the Establishment, and 
that the Dissenters “ unconsciously derive the means of their own 
continuance from the continuance of an Establishment, which, in 
their blindness, they wowd pull down.” 

In the course of the argument adduced to prove the beneficial 
influence of the Clergy in “ bracing the upper and lower classes 
of society together,” we find some sound advice to the Landlords, 
which they would do well to listen to. In the truth of the follow- 
ing remarks we fully concur. 

“* We believe that few landlords, especially where the property is large, are 
aware of the real feelings with which a tenant accedes toa change of his farm ; 07 
resigns a portion of it for an accommodation ; or listens to a suggestion of an 
improvement in his system of cultivation; or maiks, though he says nothing at 
the time, the influence of the landlord, direct or indirect, at a vestry ; or submits 
to a hint about his vote; or watches the devastation occasioned by game; or 
with which he waits for the necessary repairs of his house, or, if it be a small 
tenant, of his cottage—the rain perhaps driving through his thatch whilst he 
sees ten times the amount of his wants lavished on what he considers a whim. 
We believe that few landlords are conscious of the murmurs to which their rate 
af rent, however moderate, gives rise, particularly amongst the small occupants ; 
or how far the subject of tithe is from being the only one of the kind upon which 
such persons sit in judgment.” 

Now, says the Reviewer, all this multifarious Iccal knowledge 
obtrudes itself upon the Clergyman. 

«¢ The merest accident that may occur during a call, furnishes an opportunity 
for the disclosure—more especially in seasons of sickness, which are those when 
the clergyman has the closest intercourse with his people; for then comes, with 
the poor at least, the tug of life ; and whatever dregs there may be in their cup 
-are then sure to be cast up—to say nothing that at such moments the heart na- 
turally opens more than at other times. Zhen the fire kindles, and at the last 
they speak with their tongue—but it is in accents very different from those they 
would have addressed to their landlord, of whom they stand in some fear—or to 
his agent, of whom they stand in much greater.” 

The Clergyman is supposed to be on terms of equality with 
“ my Lord” or “ the Squire ;” at any rate, he visits him, and dines 
with him, and can find many opportunities of saying a kind word for 
a tenant under notice to quit. On the other hand, it is his interest 
and duty to speak well of the landlord to his tenantry—to put the 
best interpretation on an unthinking or unfeeling measure when 
conversing with the farmer. 

Now it must be admitted, that the Reviewer has drawn a very 
pleasing and delightful sketch of the duties and character of a 
parish priest. But is ita faithful one? We grieve to say that 
there is much more imagination than truth in the picture. The 
kind friend and lowly instructor of the peasantry is not the man 
who is admitted to the lordly table. It is not the poor Curate of 
1007. per annum, but the fox-hunting, tithe-exacting Rector, 
who cracks a bottle of champagne with the Squire at the hall. 
The fact is, that the whole race of Beneficed Clergy in England 
are regarded with feelings little short of detestation by the farmers 
and peasantry; while, on the other hand, the half-starved Curate 
and his family are considered very much as belonging to the 
same class, and possessing the same prejudices against the Squire 
and the Rector, as themselves. If any body imagines that the 








Working Clergy look with any dislike or dread at the expected ; 
reforms in our Church Establishment, we are persuaded that the | 


experience of a few*years’ residence in the Midland and Northern 
counties is all that is wanting to undeceive him on that point. The 
Landlords may rest assured that they are under no obligations to 
the Beneficed Clergy as a body. They are under decided obliga- 
tions to the Working Clergy, but they have not generally had the 
sense and gratitude to own or return them. 

We suspect that the Quarterly will be laughed at by the know- 
ing ones among the Landlords; who are in the habit of consoling 
themselves with the reflection, that if mortgages and settlements 
compel them to rack their tenants, and consequently to earn their 
hatred, still there is always one man at least in the parish who 
comes in for a greater share of detestation; and that man is the 
Rector—the peacemaking go-between of the Quurter/y Review ! 

The existence of so numerous a body as that of the Dissenters 
in England, supporting their respective clergy in decency and 
comfort by voluntary contributions, renders it somewhat difiicult 
to prove the necessity of an Establishment for the maintenance of 
religion. The Quarterly asserts, that if the Church were to fall, 
the Dissenters would fall also. But this is mere assertion, unsup- 
ported by a shadow of proof; and the American instances which 
are quoted to bolster it up, tell in fact the other way. Dr. Dwigurt, 
it seems, has declared that the Rhode Islanders, who have always 


“* resisted the support of the public worship of God by Jaw,” are ; 








in a very immoral and irreligious state, with scarcely a well-edu- 
cated minister among them, except in the large towns, But the 
fact is, that the religious opinions which flourish in Rhode Island 
are precisely those which Dr. Dwigut, an extremely prejudiced 
man, regarded with especial abhorrence. He has grossly misrepre- 
sented the state of morals and religion in Rhode Island, as they ap- 
pear to non-sectarian eyes. Connecticut, however, had a Church 
Establishment; and there, we are given to understand, piety 
flourished ‘‘and the knowledge of God was kept alive.” Now the 
Church Establishment of Connecticut amounted to this. Every per- 
son was compelled to contribute something to the public support of 
religion. He was at full liberty to choose the sect to which ke 
would belong, and was not called upon to support any other. If 
he professed no particular opinion, and was attached to no 
society, then he was held to belong to the Congregationalist—the 
standing order, as it was called—and taxed for its support. This 
shadow of an Establishment was destroyed in 1818; and no man 
at present is compelled to contribute to the support of religion at 
all. The Quarterly insinuates, that the consequences have been 
fatal to religion. The fact is, that they have been just the reverse. 
In the capital of that state, Hartford, during the last ten years, a 
Congregational, an Episcopalian, a Catholic, a Universalist, and 
we believe a Methcdist church, have been erected; and regular 
ministers appointed to them. An Episcopal College, under the 
patronage and care of the Bishop, has also been established. In 
other parts of the State, similar exertions, though not to so 
great an extent, have been made. The selection of Connec- 
ticut to prove, first, the advantages of an Establishment, and then 
the melancholy consequences to religion arising from its overthrow, 
was most unfortunate. 

We do not wish to be misunderstood on this subject. We are 
not advocating the rut of the Church. But when the reform of 
that Church is opposed on such ground as the Quurter/y assumes, 
it is but fair to expose the weakness of the arguiment. To tell the 
Landlords that the payment of their rents depends upon the good 
offices of the Beneficed Clergy, and to tell the Nation at large 
that Dissent from the Church is synonymous with working the 
overthrow of religion, is an absurd mode of arguing the question, 
which deserves to be stigmatized. It is anappeal to the fears and 
prejudices of men, when their good sense and sober feelings ought 
only to be consulted. But this is ever the way in which reforms 
both in Church and State are opposed by the enemies to improve- 
ment. We rather think, however, that the Quarterly has overshot 
the mark, and taxed the credulity of County Gentlemen somewhat 
too heavily in this instance. 





THE GLOBE versus THE SPECTATOR. 


Tue following notice of our humble and fallible speculations, on 
three different subjects, appeared in the Globe of Monday. 

‘* If the people think that Mr. Ellice’s near connexion with the Premier has 
already crippled his independence, and that his acceptance of office is likely to 
hamper his movements yet more, they have a certainly a perfect right to choose 
some other person who is unfettered by any such ties.”— Spectator. No doubt 
they have, and cannot evince that consistency better, we suppose, than by going 
over 300 at atime to vote for an ultta-Tory. The same paper includes the 
Globe among those who allow that the party of ministers are falling to pieces. 
We are utterly at a loss to say upon what authority. That some violent Radi- 
cals have aided in the return of Tories we have been led to notice and admit, as 
also that in one or two instances they have stolen a march in so doing; but we 
have never deemed the thinkers of this class of the party of the present minis- 
ters, or indeed of any other body of men whese object was to govern the coun- 
try upon safe and practical principles. Once more our Sunday contemporary 
also perceives that Mr. O’Connell’s power to repeal the union is increased by the 
disturbances bill ; we presume from a species of second sight, for according to(all 
ordinary perception the contrary is so decidedly the case, it is difficult, without 
allowing for the gift aforesaid, to account for this opinion. 

Let us talk a little on each of these points, in their order, with 
all the courtesy due tothe organ of the Whig Government. 

1. Of the Coventry Election. The sentence quoted by the 
Globe (with a slight misprint, for we did not say “ people,” but 
“electors”), is part of a paragraph in our Country News of last 
week, evidently written when the prospect of a contest was first 
announced and commented on by the Morning Chronicle, before 
the election began or the starting ofa Conservative candidate was 
known in London. The effect (the object?) of the quotation, 
stripped of its context, is to convey the impression that we were 
opposing the return of Mr, E.tice; whereas the tendency of our 
paragraph was just the reverse, as will appear to any candid 
person who will take the trouble to peruse it. We objected to the 
excuse set up by the Chronicle for Mr. Exiice’s unpopular yote 
on the Coercion Bill—that he voted with large majorities; we 
endeavoured truly to state the abstract rights and duties of the 
parties; and we placed Mr. Ernice’s claim on higher ground 
than that on which the Chronicle had mendicated popular support 
for him. Thus— 

“ Mr. Ellice needs no such sneaking apologies. He may stand forward on 
more manly grounds. He was one of the honest and disinterested supporters 
of the Reform Bill, who voted for it with a single view to the good of his 
country. His conduct on that occasion was in accordance with the common 
tenor of his political life; and we think that the electors of Coventry 
would do well to tuke this into consideration, and not cashier him on 
account of one or two votes which were not to their mind. Let them look 
at Mr. Elllice’s conduct as a whole, and then ash themselves whether they 
are likely to get another man whose capacity and political integrity will bear 
to be put in comparison with his.” 

Then came the sentence which the Globe quotes ; and on which 
it remarks—‘ No doubt they have [a right to choose some other 
person, unfettered by official or family connexion], and cannot 
evince that consistency better than by going over 300 at a time to 
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~ vote for an Ultra-Tory.” What consistency? ‘We said nothing 
about the consistency of the Coventry Radicals. Our paragraph 
was perined in ignorance of the circumstances of the Coventry 
election, and before the Tory candidate had made his appearance. 
The remark is totally misapplied as a commentary on the passage 
quoted from the Spectator. 

But the Globe, no doubt, means to sneer at the inconsistent 
conduct of the Radicals, in preferring an Ultra-Tory to a Whig. 
Now the Globe, and its friends the Ministers, may learn a useful 
lesson from the circumstances of the Coventry election, However 
gross the inconsistency of such conduct may be, still the Radicals 
are likely enough to act a similar part in other places, where they 
are unable to return one of their own party. The political con- 
duct of men is not always regulated by sense and reason; wliose 
dictates, on the contrary, are not unfrequently overborne by pas- 
sion and the feelings of personal affront. The Radicals cannot for- 
get the effectual aid which they lent to the Ministers a few months 
ago in carrying the Reform Bill, and enabling them to keep their 
places ; and they resent the taunts and sneers, and the terms of re- 
proach—Reyolutionists, Destructives} and ‘ other odious names ” 
—which the organs of those Ministers have since been in the habit 
of flinging pretty freely on their quondam allies. Revenge has its 
impulses as well as patriotism; and Radicals may be found to 
coalesce with Conservatives, out of mere hatred to Whigs. 

2. The Globe professes itself to be utterly at a loss to know 
upon what authority we have included it among those who admit 
that the party of the Ministers is falling to pieces. We answer 
at once, upon no other authority than its own. We thought we 
had observed a change—an improvement, it appeared to us—in 

. the tone of the Globe. It seemed to have become less intolerant 
of popular opposition to the Ministry ; less bitter against the In- 
dependent Reformers—though still, perhaps, too much given to 
an undiscriminating use of bad names, such as Revolutionists, 
which the Ministers themselves had borne, and still suffer from 
the Tories : it had laid aside its offensive air, and begun to wheedle. 
This symptom, as we read it, amounted to a confession of recently- 
discovered weakness. But besides, in one of its prominent articles 
last week, we had seen such admissions as these— 

** That complaints of the weakness of Ministers had been made by some who 
had been among their most cordial friends and supporters.” 

* During the progress of the Reform Bill, Ministers obtained the support of 
many who were desirous of overthrowing the constitution, as well as of many 
who have very different notions of the manner of amending or preserving it, 
from those which the Ministers can bring themselves to entertain. The rate of 
the movement of political change is not rapid enough to suit these parties—they 
become dissatisfied with the Administration ; they drop off, or become enemies ; 


and their enemies are created while the Conservatives of course remain as hestile 
as before.” 


“ There isa great temptation, under these circumstances, for the Whigs 
(especially as among the shades of opinion in their own party there must be 
many who much more nearly approach to Fevolutionists than to Conservatives) 
to bid for the support of a large party in the country, by announcing great 
changes,” &c. 

These sentences, it appeared to us, plainly implied a thinning 
of the ranks of the Ministerial party—of those, not mere Whigs, 
but Liberal men of all shades, who had supported the Ministers 
against the Tories, and given them the victory which they could 
not have won for themselves. It is pretty notorious, that without 
the stout help of the millions—call them Radicals, Destructives, 
Revolutionists, or what you please—the Ministers, last year, 
could not have kept their places. How long they will be able to 
hold them now, supposing that aid withdrawn, remains to be seen: 
we would much rather zo¢ see it tried. 

3. Our reason for the opinion, that O'ConNNELL’s power to 
repeal the Union has been increased rather than diminished by 
the Coercion Bill, was stated along with that opinion. It was 
this—that the more the Irish detest the Government, the greater is 
the submission they pay to O'ConNnELL. It took for granted, 
that the passing of the Coercion Bill, and the proclaiming of 
Kilkenny, had no tendency to conciliate the Repealers. All 
O'ConnELL’s power of agitation on the subject of the Repeal, 
was derived from the passions of the people, not from the reason- 
ableness of the scheme. Those passions would in all probability 
have been inflamed still more; and the new form of the agita- 
tion—for “the proper use of the elective franchise "—seemed likely 
to prove the most effectual means of furthering his projects that 
O'ConneELL had yet invented. Such were our views; and the 
Globe has stated nothing that ought to induce us to change them. 





PHILHARMONIC CONCERTS. 
Manacers and Directors have been driven to their wits’ end by 
the epidemic which is now visiting the Metropolis with such seve- 
rity. The Italian Opera-house on Saturday displayed the most 
ludicrous scene of confusion and distress that ever was witnessed 
within the walls of a theatre. Not even the skeleton of a con 
nected drama could be exhibited. The audience were the only 
persons in the theatre in full possession of their vocal powers ; and 
they exerted them most unmercifully, and rather ill-humouredly. 
Many wanton deviations from managerial propriety have been passed 
over in this house in silence; and it was rather preposterous in 
the audience to call Larorrts to a severe account because most of 
his performers had been attacked by the influenza. 
PAThe following scheme of the Philharmonic Concert will show 
that more activity and good taste had been employed upon it 
than usual; and it was rather tantalizing, after having been pre 
sented with it at the foot of the stairs, te find announcements of 
Madame De Menric's indisposition distributed throughout the 
reo.n. 





Fourtu Concert—Monpay, Aprit 15. 
ACP’ I. 

PINE TR CO WARE, 606 c s0s acco ees secerede tees BEETHOVEN. 
Aria, Mr. Benner, “Il mio tesoro” (Ji.DonGiovanni) Mozart. 
Grand Septetto, MS, composed expressly for these 

Concerts, and first time of Performance, Pianoforte, 

Violin, Viola, Clarinet, Horn, Violoncello, and 

Contra Basso, Messrs. MoscHetrs, Mort, MoRALT, 





Wiriman, Pratt, Linpiey, and DraconettT1.,. MoscHEnes. 
Scena, Mrs. H. R. Bisnor, “ Ah non so’’... Mozart. 
OVeRtUIG, PPOMCEE. «0.0000 109 be0cerses ene ben c0ges C. M, von WeBeR. 

ACT II, 
Sinema, ND. Boosisas opceee eevend svete ste eesecess HAYDN, 
Aria, Madame Dz Meric, “Tutto un concento” 

CHOGOMG INGE SE LGR G cecds 80 cs ude seve cand’ C. M. von Wenen, 
Concertante, four Violins principal, Messrs. Mort, 

Srymour, Parry, and GRIESBACH.........0e0008 MAuRER, 
Terzetto, Madame De Merro, Mrs. H. R. Brsuopr, 

and Mr. Bennett, “Qual canna al suol” (Jessonda) Sponr. 

Overture, La Clemenza di Tito ........+ pesiee oees « Mozart. 


Leader, Mr. Morr. Conductor, Mr. MoscuELeEs. 

_ Miss Surrrerr supplied Dz Meric’s place; but the beautiful 
air from Euryanthe, and the elaborate Terzetto from Jessondu 
(both new pieces), were necessarily abandoned, and their places 
supplied by the aria “Deh! se piacer mi vuoi,” from La Cle 
menza di Tito, and C1iMArRosa’'s “OQ dolce e caro istante.” 

_ Bennett's song is the never-failing resource of all tenor- 
singers; and we must again protest against such an act of in- 
justice towards Mozart, as the constant repetition of this air to 
the exclusion of all his other songs for the same voice. It would 
be well for the orchestra to bear in mind, when they are accompa- 
nying, the power or weakness of a singer. But this they never 


do. In fact, the stringed instruments of this band do not shine in 
accompaniment. They seem to delight in showing that vocal 


music is the addendum to their playing, and (as in the present in- 
stance) the singer is often buried beneath the accumulated fortis- 
stmi of twenty violins. DonzrLi1 may be able to make head 
against such a torrent, but BENNETT’s powers are overwhelmed by 
the attack. 

Mrs. BisHop’s song we had heard before, at the Vocal Concerts ; 
and its repetition gave us increased pleasure. The accompani- 
ments appeared to have been enriched by her husband's masterly 
hand. Few men have the power to alter ascore of Mozart's, and 
at the same time to improve it: the present attempt was decidedly 
a successful one. 

The orchestra as well as the audience was thinned by the epi- 
demic. Not more than two thirds of the subscribers were present; 
and we missed Spacno.etti, F. Cramer, and Warts from the 
front rank violins. The consequence was, a want of that perfect 
correctness with which BEETHOVEN’s Sinfonia is usually set forth. 
Haypn’s No. 2 was a sort of revival—a most welcome one. The 
Septetto by Moscuetzs is the second of the pieces for which the 
Society has awarded premiums. Strictly speaking, it is scarcely 
a septetto, but rather a pianoforte concerto accompanied by six in- 
struments. Mxrnprissoun’s Concerto last year partook much 
more of the character of a concertante than this composition of 
MoscuHe.eEs. We don't mention this in order to disparage the 
latter, but simply to state the distinction. Every composer has a 
right to lay out Azs plan, by which we are bound to judge of it, 
and not by our own. Asa composition for the pianoforte, this 
piece is full of power and brilliancy, evidencing at the same time 
more of learning and labour than of genius. We should recom- 
mend its being performed, in future, without repetitions. The at 
tention of an audience can scarcely be sustained through four 
movements, if they are played twice over. 

The Concertante of Maurer has at length found its way into 
the orchestra where it ought first to have been heard. It was very 
delightfully executed. We question the policy of giving Moria 
concerted piece to play when he has also to Jead. As leader, he 
did not put forth his accustomed strength on Monday night, al- 
though (bereft of his three best right-hand men) more than usua! 
power was required. 





GERMAN OPERA. 

WE have been anxiously expecting the production of some novelty 
in this department of the King’s Theatre, and at length the 
Zampa of Heroin has made its appearance. Under the direction 
of such a man as HumMEL, something better might have been 
expected; and we marvel that he had not vanity enough to pro- 
duce his own Matilda, in place of an ‘opera little known in this 
country. Zampa is a kind of compilation, both as regards story 
and music. The hero is a naval Don Giovanni, and the Statue is 
his deceased wife. The plot is of that outrageous character which 
certain living German playwrights are so fond of; and, like most 
others of the same genus, is too spectral even to make us laugh. 
It is merely tedious and dull. The music is neither very good nor 
very bad: it is of no school—not German, yet Germanish—not 
Italian, yet with a sprinkling of the Neapolitan school—noisy, like 
the French opera, but without the melody of the English. Never- 
theless, there are some clever parts in Zampa. The choruses oc- 
casionally, are well wrought out; and there is one, in particular, 
of which the effect is both novel and striking. The Corsair and 
his crew are singing a spirited drinking-chorus in a room in which 
stands the mysterious statue. To their horror and dismay, it 
makes some sign; which, like his prototype Don Giovanni, the 
Corsair answers by defiance and scorn, and calls on his comrades 
to renew their chorus. They attempt it, but every line changes 
into a strain of terror. The finale to the third act was rewritten by 
HumMEL, and is the best thing in the opera. 

Madame Pirscner was, of course, the prima donna; but her 
simple, unadorned style, is not enough for such airs as those of M. 








al 
li 


a 
¥ 


Oa 


es 


a1 & 


a a | 


vu te 








THE SPECTATOR. “355 





Heroitp. Mozart, Weve:r, Spour, may be left to take care of 
themselves ; but inferior writers must be dealt with after a different 
fashion. BinperR was too smooth-faced and soft-spoken a pirate ; 
but his singing, as far as his powers permitted, was very satisfac- 
tory. Buume, his lieutenant, looked, acted, and sung, better than 
we have ever seen or heard him. As a whole, the opera was so 
performed as to enable us fully to judge of what it is. It was not 
very attractive, nor will it grow into public favour. 





It would be hard to say which is the most moral quarter of Lon- 
don. The choice at present seems to lie between Billingsgate and 
Grosvenor Square. A man was brought before the Lord Mayor 
by the parish officers of Bijlingsgate, for refusing to pay half-a- 
crown a week for the support of a bastard child. He offered to 
pay fifteen pounds down, in order to be released from all future 
trouble in the affair. Sir Prrer Laurie advised the officers to 
take the money; but one of them, with a very grave countenance, 
assured the Magistrate, that if it were known that an affair of this 
description was compromised in Billingsgate, the consequences 
would be very serious indeed. ‘ Nonsense!” said Sir PeTer ; 
“take the money: the thing is done every day at the West end 
of the town—what is done there, is not likely to lower the character 
of Billingsgate.” The parish officers still demurred: they did not 
like the idea of being put upon a level in point of morality with 
the West end. This is edifying; it may let our grandees into the 
secret of what their inferiors really think of their conduct and 
their morals. 


When the “ proclamation” of the city of Kilkenny was dis- 
cussed in the House of Commons on Wednesday last, it was urged 
by Sir Joun Hosnovsse and Mr. Sprine Rice, in defence of the 
proceeding, that if the city, as well as the county, were not in- 
eluded in the proclaimed district, the Whitefeet ruffians would find 
an asylum in it from the pursuit of justice. What are we to un- 
derstand from this ?—that previously to the 10th of April mur- 
derers and robbers might escape the horrors of hanging and trans- 
portation, if they could only effect an entrance into that blessed 
sanctuary the city of Kilkenny, where the vengeance of the law 
slept, and felony reared its head in triumph and security? If the 
arguments of Ministers mean any thing, they mean this—that the 
Whitefeet are safe from punishment in the unproclaimed districts. 
Why then is not the whole of Ireland proclaimed at once? It is 
as easy to escape into the adjoining county as into the capital city. 
If the Government were consistent in its proceedings, and every 
place which may become an asylum were to be proclaimed, whe- 
ther it were disturbed itself or not, the whole empire would be 
subjected to martial law. 


A discovery highly interesting to the antiquarian has brought to light the 
remains of warriors whose powerful arms, at least 1,800 years ago, gave laws to 
our ancestors. Some workmen employed in digging for stone on Limloe Hill, 
a few miles from Royston, discovered the remains of several bodies, one of 
which is in a most perfect state. 

“ Whose powerful arms gave laws to our ancestors.” Yes, this 
is pretty much the way laws were given eighteen hundred years 
ago—by arms, not heads. The bones of the arms of these gentry 
will doubtless be found pretty strong, and their skulls pretty 
thick. The “wisdom of our ancestors” lay a good deal in their 
thews and sinews. 





Important INTELLIGENCE By Express. (From the Morning Herald.) 
Lady Howard de Walden proceeds next week to join her Lord at Stockholm. 
Her Ladyship has arrived at Harcourt House, Cavendish Square, from the seat 
of her father, the Duke of Portland, at Welbeck Abbey, to make preparations 
for her departure for Sweden. 

And yet there has been no earthquake. May not a lady come 
to town to pack up her things and proceed to join her husband, 
without all this absurd fuss? Who is to blame? the parties who 
cause the insertion, the press that inserts, the public who reads? 


“‘ RoBBERIES IN THE LoRD CHANCELLOR’s Court.” A para- 
graph under this head is going the rounds of the press. We ex- 
pected to read of the law's delay, of the iniquity of lawyers, the 
enormity of fees, and the expensiveness of Chancery. It turns out, 
however, to be only one or two cases of vulgar direct pocket-pick- 
ing. The persons have lost a watch, or a purse with a few so- 
vereigns, and make a great noise about it: they were probably 
suitors, whose whole substance was oozing out of their pores, and 
yet said nothing about that. How much there is in method! 
Robbery, like the smallpox, is dreadful if taken in the natural 
way: art smooths every thing. 


The Dutchess of Kent’s grand yemgpe® gpk appointed for this day, is post- 
poned in consequence of the sudden and serious illness of Sir John Conroy, 
with an attack, as we are informed, of the prevailing epidemic.—Morning 
Paper. 

Cannot the Dutchess dine without Sir Jonn? It has since 
been stated, however, that it was the Dutchess’s own malady which 
caused the postponement of the party. The fact is, these prowlers 
for the news of the Great are enormous asses: persons of no tact, 
they are frequently mystified—and were they lost altogether in 
fog or influenza, there would be no loss. 





AnorHER Bone-Cave.—The Reverend Mr. Williams, of Bleadon, who is 
indefatigable in his pursuit of geological discoveries, has, within the last ten 


mains, in th i i i insti 
<a % P be bo er and has sent a few for inspection to the institu: 
Surely the parson’s bone-cave is the churchyard. His business 
is the cure of souls, and not the care of fossil-bones. His parish- 
ioners are not either mammoth, horse, hog, elephant, or hyena, 
but men. If he have aught to do with skeletons, it is in the 
shape of a memento mori. 





The writer of the article “Diderot” in the new Number of the: 
Foreign Quarterly, who is famous for the inversion of his sentences 
and the mystification of his meaning, says— 

* Tt is several years since the present Reviewer gave up the idea of what 
could be called understanding any Man whatever, even himself.” 

The simplicity of this is extraordinary. Mr. Caruitz is the 
last man that anybody could be expected to understand, and it is 
“several years since” every body gave up all hope of doing so. 


The exhibiter of the Fleas is said to be greatly embarrassed by 
the prevailing epidemic: so many of his fleas has been put to bed 
of influenza, that he has with great difficulty been able to keep 
together a sufficient number of performers to represent the Siege 
of Antwerp with proper effect. The Siege of Antwerp is, more- 
over, a dangerous service: in running up the scaling-ladders, 
many are killed by the discharge of the guns. The proprietor 
complains grievously of his loss in killed and wounded. His 
actors cost him threepence each. Pasture is not expensive: a 
team of fleas will not eat off more than a square inch of human 
meadow in a month: this is, however, on the principle of stall- 
feeding—if they take their own range, it is well understood that 
they depasture toa much larger extent. The Flea-Ducrow keeps 
his stud in cotton-wool, and hires a little boy at so much per hour 
to supply nutriment: the cotton-wool box, we believe, is applied 
after the manner of a cupping-glass. 


A French ship, called Le Silence, lately arrived at Havre from Rio de Janciro, 
bringing a cargo of 10,000 parrots! Le Silence must have made some little 
noise both in the old and new worlds. 

This is a cargo that can only be rivalled by that which has just 
left the port of London for Van Diemen’s Land. We would match 
the four hundred ladies sent out by the Guardian Society against 
any ten thousand parrots that ever flew: a jury of the crews 
should decide. We wish Hobart Town joy of the “Family 
Library” our Society for the Refuge of the Destitute have just 
published for themon the ocean. One Helen ruined Troy, but our 
Colonies are made of sterner stuff—successive ship-loads of ladies 
are cast upon their shore, and immediately consumed: the women 
come down like rain, but the gentlemen colonists suck them up 
like sand. 


The Theatres have been closed on account of the illness of some 
of the performers,—in order, as it is alleged, to prevent the dis- 
appointment of the public. That is to say, the public, to be saved 
a small disappointment, are inflicted with a greater. If they may 
not see some of the prime performers, they may see nothing. This 
is not wise. A different use should have been made of the in- 
fluenza. The sickness of the illustrious is the season of distinc- 
tion for obscure merit. How many performers have burst into 
notoriety by the accident of taking the place of others at a short 
notice! During the prevalence of the epidemic, the aspirants 
should have had their day. The bills should have been con- 
structed with double, and in some cases with treble casts,—the 
first, if well enough; the second, if not; and soon. The public, 
instead of a disappointment, would have enjoyed the being thus 
empanelled as a critical jury. ; 





The shopkeepers of the Strand and Oxford Street are petition- 
ing that the drivers of cabs and omnibuses should be licensed. 
They have already more licence than enough. 





THE MONTGOMERYSHIRE BOROUGHS. 
0 THE EDITOR OF THE SPECTATOR. 

S1r—Permit me to point out a mistake which occurs in your account of the 
result of the last contest for these Boroughs, and which I doubt not you will feel 
gratification in correcting. You say, that Mr. Corserr, the unsuccessful 
candidate, is a man of Liberal principles, inclined to support the present Govern 
ment, and that he was the candidate of the Clive party and the Gentry; and 
that Colonel Epwarpes, the Member, came in chiefly by the aid of the Radical 
manufacturers of Newtown. Now, Sir, in the first place, Mr. CorBetT is so 
far from being a Liberal, that he voted against Catholic Emancipation, when he 
represented Shrewsbury, for which place he was returned by Tory influence. 
In the next place, the Independent Gentry of the county were for the most 
part on the side of Colonel Epwarpes; who was backed by them, and by a 
great majority of the new electors of these boroughs, including those of the 
spirited town of Newtown. Mr. Corserr’s supporters consisted of the 
Hereditary Freemen of Montgomery, who are the slaves of Lord Crive; and 
such other votes as the coalesced influences of the houses of Powis and 
Wywwnsray, aided by Mr. Corserr’s personal character (which is undoubtedly 
excellent), could procure. I have noticed the errors in question, because I 
think they are calculated in some degree to help the Conservatives, in their at~ 
tempts to show that men of character and property are generally with them, 
and only “the mob” against them. Now, how stands the fact in these Bo- 
roughs? Of the 10/. householders whose votes are founded on property, Colonel 
Epwarpes has an immense majority ; and it is only by means of the old Free- 
men of Montgomery, mere paupers, whose votes depend upon their ‘ birth- 
right,” that Messieurs the Conservatives, have been enabled to show their faces 
at all. 

Colonel EpwarvEs was in a minority of 14 a few months ago; now he has 
been returned by a majority of 10, despite of Powis Castle, Wynnstay, and their 





days, commenced clearing a new deposit of fossil-bones in his neighbourhood, 
which has already produced mammoth, horse, hog, elephant, and hyneas’ re-. 


mainstay the Freemen of patgrenery, So much for Tory reaction. 
ours obediently, An OBSERVER. 
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MOORE'S TRAVELS OF AN IRISH GENTLEMAN. 


Tuts will be deemed at least one of the most remarkable books of 
the present day. Under the form ofa very slender fiction, it is a 
history of the Church, by Tomas Moors. “Cupid and Calvin,” 
as he says in the course of the book, “were never more undistin- 
syishable from each other.” The end of this history is a stanch 
defence of Catholicism.» The hero of the book—the Irish traveller 
in search of a Religion—is a Roman Catholic student of Trinity 
College, Dublin, who, on the passing of the Relief Bill, resolves 
that it being no longer a point of honour to remain a Catholic, he 
will try to belong to the gainful faith. - In pursuance of this deter- 
anination, and hearing, that Protestantism is Catholicism purified, 
he naturally concludes, that in the earliest ages of Christianity, 
Protestantism must have flourished in all its purity. He turns to 
the Fathers, and runs in this way through the different ages of the 
-Church ; and finds them all Catholic,—or, if departing from that 
faith, turning aside to evil. The secret motive of the ‘inquirer is 
the living of Ballymudragget, and the hand of a neighbouring 
spinster with which the cure of souls is combined. Under this 
powerful motive, then, and finding the Fathers leading to any thing 
but Protestantism, he passes over into Germany. Worse and 


worse! he finds German Protestantism little better than English 
Infidelity : and then he returns a better Catholic and an honester 
man than he set out, having banished all idea of the living of 
Ballymudragget and the change of faith. 

Tosay the least of this work, it is the lightest and most agree- 
able history of the Church yet produced : we will not pronounce as 


to its accuracy. There are divines enough ready to examine into 
the solidity of its foundations: many weeks will not pass over, its 
‘head, before the Theological Critics of most denominaticns will 
‘have shown it to be full of misquotation, misrepresentation, 
suppression, ignorance, perverse ingenuity, and all that ca 

Jendar of crimes so well known in the Theological Court of 
Assize. . : 

There are poems interspersed with the prose: they are versifi- 
cations of warm passages in the Fathers—they celebrate the 
* Loves of the Angels” on earth. Some of these verses are very 
elegant, and deserve a far better fate than to be offered to the 
‘saintly album of the spinster-patroness of the living of Bally- 
mudragget. ~ 

The following is a version of a passage of St. Curysostom, on 
finery in female apparel. 

‘ “« Behold,” thou say’st, “ my gown is plain, 

My ‘sandals are of texture rude ; 

Is this like one-whose heart is vain ? 
Like one who dresses to be wooed ?” 

Deceive not thus, young maid, thy heart ; 
For far more oft in simple gown 

Doth beauty play the tempter’s part, 
Than in brocades of rich renown. 

And homeliest garb hath oft been found, 
When typed and moulded to the shape, 

To deal such shafts of mischief round, 
As wisest men can scarce escape. 

In a note, it is justly observed, that “ no words could more 
knowingly express the perfections of a well-fitted gown.” The 
vwords of which the line “ when typed and moulded to the shape” 
are a translation, are +eerrrducpsvey cw cwmars xa txTiTUTMpLSYOY. 
‘The force of +e2s shows how the dress is to be fashioned—fitting 
to, or close; and the «« compounded with zerrs, strikingly throws 
out the form which the shapely moulding of the gown is calculated 
.to exhibit. . St. Carysostrom, we will be bound to say, from this 
little passage alone, was a judge of more things than homilies ; 
and we should not be surprised if beauties of this description had 
been as much the Irishman’s inducement to read the Fathers, as 
the living of Ballymudragget or the truth of the Roman Catholic 
faith. ae 


THE TYROL. 

‘Mr. Ina is is a pleasant travelling-companion: he is observant, 
good-humoured, experienced, and tolerably well-informed. His 
object being neither the consumption of time nor the investiga- 
tion of any particular subject, he has leisure and inclination to 
wander just where he lists. In travelling, it is the absurdest thing 
in the world to lay down a route: the rule ought to be, to enter 
acountry and then let accident take the helm. How common it 
is to hear travellers lament that they cannot pursue this or that 
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particular line of gratification—that they cannot go ‘here or stay 
there—because, forsooth, they were bound to set off according to 
a route laid down for them either by their own particular study of 
a map, or by some most intelligent friend, who had himself tra- 
velled the country! Now, no map or guide-book can guide a tra- 
veller ; for distance and discretion are neither all nor the most im- 
portant elements in a tour of pleasure; and on the other hand, no 
one man’s taste and feelings can serve as the sufficient guide for 
another's. Mr. Ine@xis wanders as he pleases, and henee results 
a portion of the agreeableness of his books; and: yet: he has the 
weakness to lay down routes for others. A route turns a tour into 
a painful piece of task-work. We remember a punctual family that 
laid down their route from London to Naples and back again, and 
ordered dinner by their return at a particular day and hour: and 
there they sat down to it as. they had devised, the carriage stopping 
at the gate as the cook was beginning to wonder whether she 
had best put on the fish. This was a Tour toa Minute; and 
Englishmen are fond of performing similar feats,—more especially 
those in whose occupations punctuality forms so important an ele- 
ment. Some merchants would consider their summer adventures 
“dishonoured ” unless they presented themselves at the appointed 
hour at home, to discharge their promises in the face of friends; 
servants, and tradesmen. Routes have their use, but it is only for 
a particular description of traveller—the traveller who travels be- 
cause others travel—the traveller without taste, feeling, know- 
ledge, who rushes abroad at a particular season, because he hears 
Rome, Naples, and Florence, sounded in his ears winter after 
winter, and being often asked by stupid questioners whether he 
ever placed his body, alias his dead-weight, within the horizon of 
Mont Blanc, has been always constrained to answer “No,” it 
being more agreeable to his vanity and self-consequence to say 
“Yes.” To such persons routes are necessary: they must go as 
they eat, par carte: routes serve them in place of taste, language, 
reading, Inquiry: they arrive at Geneva, or at Florence, as per 
contract, and enter the same in the ledger of the brain. They see 
sights on the same principle, and return home entitled to say that 
they have been here and have seen that and this and the other. 
In such cases, it is impossible not to remember the witticism of 
SHERIDAN—if you only go to a place in order to say you have 
been there, why not save all the trouble and say it at once? The 
fact is, it is a question which shall be sacrificed, time or truth; 
now the first being probably of no value to the parties, and truth 
always being of some value to every body, SHERIDAN’s advice was 
more witty than wise. It is better that Mr. Auntpso should 
struggle up to the top of Mont Blane, than come home and falsely 
tell all his friends he had done so. 

But to return to Mr. Ineuis. This is one of a series of pleasant 
little books that he has given-us on Foreign Countries. ‘“ Many 
Lands ™ have been visited by him, according to the titlepage of his 
Wanderings, under the xom de voyage of Derwent Conway; 
Norway, Spain, Germany, the Netherlands, France, and more e8- 
pecially the Pyrenees, to a portion of which he dedicated the 
whole of a very agreeable little volume forming a Number of 
Constable's Miscellany. The work on Spain, as well as some of 
the others, we have already commemorated in our columns. 

Mr. INGL1s’s art in travelling is to see for himself: he is given 
to pedestrianism, and to occasional travelling: he walks, or he 
rides, or abides, as opportunities offer. This is the way to see a 
country. .Ordinary travellers traverse lands, and should change 
their names and titles,—it should be Mr. So and So, the traverser 
of Italy or Germany: and they should inscribe their works as 
“France seen out of a coach-window,” or ‘ Italy by So and So, ex 
courier.” Besides, Mr. INGuts is a pleasant descriptive writer: he 
has a taste both for nature and society: he is good-humoured: it 
must be very bad accommodation indeed in whith he does not find 
something good ; and when he is pleased at an inn or by a casual 
entertainment, he crows like chanticleer. His best subjects are 
external nature, manners, and customs: he hits off costume with 
success, and is hardly less fortunate in the costume of the mind— 
the broad distinctive marks of a people's character. 

The Tyrol and the Tyrolese are both plainly set before the 
mind's eye: a lover of the picturesque will know well what he 
has to expect; and a statesman might reason on the part the 
Tyrol would play in any European commotion. In the mean time, 
the description of the land and the adventures of the author form 
a very agreeable fireside companion, and serve to wrest a few mo- 
ments from the lugubrious Influenza. This is surely as much as 
may be expected from two little volumes. 

The account of Bavaria is quite as interesting as the-Tyrol, 
though in another way. It is the happiness and contentment of 
the people under a paternal and frugal government, presenting so 
remarkable a contrast to the rest of Europe, that attracts the at- 
tention in Bavaria, and solicits the investigation of the econo- 
mist. Education has had little to do with it,—that is to say, lite- 
rary education, for there.are many other branches of it. 

The account of Augsburg will somewhat. surprise those of our 
readers who are not more than ordinarily acquainted with the 
condition of the South of Germany. 

Before we visit any place, fancy has always been at work, and‘has alread 
finished an etching,—I need scarcely. say how very far removed from treth. It 
is perhaps surprising, however, since towns so much resemble each other, that 
these fancy sketches should so seldom approach to the truth: occasionally, I 
have found a slight resemblance between the etching of fancy, and the reality 5 
but this is rare; and Augsburg was not one of the exceptions. I expected to 
see adark, gloomy, ugly, ancient-looking town; and I found an open, hand- 
some, fine city,—with streets tlat may be put in comparix a with the most 





